





























Vor. VI. N° 116—9" Yzar.] 


CANNEL COAL. 


AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 


was discovered by the Advertiser in 1848. Cannel 
Coal was then littleused in London: after surmountin 
much Sy it has become the princi Canne: 
Coal ui en the Metropolis, and has a y assisted 
in improv: f the London gas. Its joint products of 
| gas of high illuminating power, and coke of good quality, 
make it one of the most economical coals known. Itis 
used by all tl.e London Gas Companies, as well as by 
many Proviucial and Foreign. The Crystal Palace was 
lighted frym it in 1851, and the Post-office, Bank, and 
Times Orfice, are at present. 
FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
FiRE-BRICKS of all descriptions. Manufactory 
established in 1804. 
RAMSAY’S GARESFIELD COAL and COKE, 
Bone and Artificial Manures of all kinds. 
Address G. H, Ramsay, Offices, Broad-chare, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 
| “April 27, 1854. 


TO GAS MANAGERS. 


ANTED, to undertake the Manage- 
| MENT of a GAS-WORK, in an important 
| seaport town, an Experienced Person, who has already 
| had the charge of a large gas-work. 

| Applications, incl ig testimonials, stating sala 

| required, to be add to W. W. B., care of Mr. W. 
B. KING, office of this JouRNAL, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet 
| 

| 

| 








| 








Street, London, 





TO GAS COMPANIES, 


A Thoroughly Practical Gas En- 

GINEER has a portion of his time unoccupied, 
| and would be happy to treat with one or more Gas 
| Companies, within 50 or 60 miles of London, to take 
the Management of the Manufacturing Department on 
| very moderate terms. Companies making alterations 
or additions to their Works would find the Advertiser 
| perfectly qualified to advise upon and carry out every 
| modern improvement that has been introduced into 
| the process of Gas Manufacture. 

References of the highest character can be furnished 
to the Directors of Companies, by whom the Adver- 
tiser has been engaged. 

Address, prepaid, ‘‘ ENGINEER,” care of Mr. Evg- 
RETT, 35, King Street, CHEAPSIDE (E. C.). 


GAS COMPANIES 
supplied with all the WORKING GAS BOOKS, GAS 
| FORMS, &c., on the shortest notice. Also, SHARE 
| CERTIFICATES and COMMON SEALS prepared in 
the best manner for all New Companies, by 

CHARLES & ALFRED DOUBBLE, 
REGISTRATION AGENTS 9 
LAW, PUBLIC COMPANIES, & MANUFACTURING STATIONERS, 
14 and 15, SERJEANTS’ INN, FLEET STREET, 
LONDON. 
N.B.—List of Books, &c., sent post free on application, 











DINAS PIRE BRICKS, RETORTS, 
AND CEMENTS. 


YOUNG & ALLEN, 


MANUFACTURERS OF DINAS FIRE BRICKS 
AND RETORTS, 


| NEATH, GLAMORGANSHIRE, 

| Beg to draw the attention of the Engineers and Ma- 

| Magers of Gas-works to the superior quality of their 

goods, and more especially to their BRICK RETORTS, 

which, in addition to the almost infusible nature of the 

| Fire-Clay employed, have the great advantage, from its 
excess 





| of Silica, of EXPANDING BY THE APPLICA~ 

|| TION OF HEAT, and conseq ly b ing d 
| and less liable to leak by use. Their cost is less than 

| that of the ordinary Clay Eetorts. 

| Young and Allen’s D NAS FIRE-BRICKS and 
| CEME have been long used for the linings of fur- 





haces ex) to high temp-ratures, and are well known 
in the don and other Gas-works. They can be 
forwarded by rail to all of the United Kingdom, 
|| and shipped by sea to all parts of the world, 

| Prices on application as above. 


é. DISTRICT GAS COM- 
aaa 6 for Cash on Delivery, 14 Yards of 12-inch 
|| Round Cast-iron HYDRAULIC MAIN, with 4-inch 
| | Dips and H-Pipes attached, ready for use. 
|| ., Also, @ quantity of 4-inch H-PIPES and SADDLE- 
ees. and eight small D-MOUTHPIECES, with 
Will be put into Trucks on the London, Brighton 
and South Coast Railway, at £5 per ton. oa ‘ 
on. further Particulars, apply to Mr. MAGNuS 
HREN, Secretary and Manager to the Company. 
Offices, Bell Green, Sydenham. 





the Works of the 
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JOS. COWEN and CO., 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
Were the only parties to whom a PRIZE MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for “*Gas 


Rerorts and OTHER OBJECTS in FIRE CLayY. 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most ex- 
tensive Manufacturers of Fire Clay Retorts in the United 
Kingdom; and orders for Fire Clay Retorts of all 
shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every other 
article in Fire Clay, are promptly executed at their 
works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COAL AND COKE. 

Coal and Coke Office, 
Quay S1pz, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 





JOHN RUSSELL AND CO, 


THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY, 
STAFFORDSHIRE, 
and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes, 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 

Boilers. 


J. R. and Co, make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings | 


for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in a few days. 

The eminent Engineer, Mr. Perkins, confines himself 
altogether to the use of John Russell and Co.’s Tubes 
in his High-Pressure Steam Patents. 

Gun Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 
and Warranted, 


PORTSMOUTH.—GAS-WORKS TO BE LET. 


[RE Portsea Island Gaslight Com- 

PANY will be prepared (on or before the Ist day 
of May next) to receive TENDERS for the MANU- 
FACTURE of GAS for supplying the said Island from 
and after the 30th of June next. 

The Works are most conveniently situated, and, 
being close to the water’s edge, afford every facility for 
taking in Coals, &c. 

A copy of the proposed Contract and Conditions anay 
be seen at the Company’s Office, PortsgBA, and all par- 
ticulars obtained, in the first instance by letter, on and 
after the 20th of March next, 

By order of the Committee of Management, 
James F, ABSALOM, 
Clerk to the said Company. 
Gas Office, Portsea, Feb. 14, 1857. 





WANtED, Two Steady, Respectable 
Men, as MANAGERS of Two small Gas- 
Works. They will be required to do the Stoking in 
the Summer months, and must be capable of attending 
to Lamp-fittings, lay Services, and repair the Appa- 
ratus of the Works. Wages, 2ls. per week, with 
House, Light, and Gas. 

If two Fitters should offer, a premium on any light 
fitted will be given, in addition to the above wages. 

Apply, with references, &c., to Mr. D. MuRPHY, Gas 
Engineer, Hythe, Kent. 


CENTRE-VALVE. 


ANTED, a Centre-Valve for Four 


Purifiers—8-inch Connections. 
Apply at Gas-Works, LEAMINGTON. 


WILLIAM STEPHENSON & SON, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
MANUFACTURERS oF EVERY DESCRIPTION or 
FIRE BRICKS, CLAY RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES, 
&e. &e. 

LONDON OFFICES: 
76, KING WILLIAM STREET, CITY. 


SECOND-HAND STATION-METERS, 


(SHARLES BOTTEN and SON, having 
J lately exchanged some STATION-METERS (in 
good condition) for larger ones, wil! dispose of them on 
most reasonable terms. C. B, and SON would also call 
the attention of all buyers to their new tariff for Con- 
sumers’ Meters. CHARLES BoTTreN and SON, En- 
giiieers and Manufacturers of Gas Meters, Fittings, 
and all Gas Apparatus, Crawford Passage, Ray Street, 
Clorkenwell, LONDON. 
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JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, 


WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 





| and the Continent with unvarying pe ro and 
| almost exclusively the Local Boards Health under 
| Government Engineers, with Galvanised Iron Tubes 





Subscription { 15s.in Advance’) Price 8d. 


per Ann. 18s. Credit. Unstamped. 


BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 
CLAY RETORTIAND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


WILLIAM COCHRAN CARR, 
begs most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, Pro- 
vincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- || 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLA Seer =o he ~ — 

repared to execute the est orders wi unctuality 
ae despatch. Orders for FERE-CLAY Rerorts, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice 
and on the most reasonable terms. 
London Agents : 
JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 
63, OLp Broap Street, City, LONDON. 








TO GAS COMPANIES. 


w4s TED, a Situation as M r 
of a Country Gas-Work, or as FOREMAN of || 
Gas-Works ina large town, by a person who is practi- | 
cally acquainted with every matter connected with the 
fi and distribution of Gas; understands the 
setting and working of clay and brick retorts; and can 
have first-class T . Would have no objection 


to go abroad. 
Address, W. M., care of Mr. W. B, Kina, 11, Bolt || 
Court, Fleet Street, Lonpon (E. C.). | 
|| 
| 
| 











PORTSEA ISLAND GAS-WORKS, HANTS. 


JOSEPH IREDALE, 27 years Retort- 
Setter to most of the leading London and Pro- 
vincial Gas Companies, Sole Inventor of 11 and 13 || 
Retorts in a Bench, hea by one Furnace, at the 
London Gas-Works, Vauxhall—called ** Hutchison’s 
Patent Retort-Bed,” in the Mechanics’ Magazine, June 
18, 1836—will supply Working Drawings of his new 
economical mode of setting Iron or Clay Retorts, from 
7 to 20 feet long, to be heated with Coke, or Tar alone, 
saving all fuel. Is open for an engagement as Working 
Foreman, for the Erection of Gas or Water-Works at 
home or abroad. 
Address as above. 





TO GAS COMPANIES, ENGINEERS, AND 
MERCHANTS. 1 
EDWIN DIXON, 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBE WORKS, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, 
begs with the utmost confidence to solicit the order of 
Gas Companies, and persons using or selling Gas | 
Tubes. Having for a long period cuogites the largest | 
Gas Companies and Consumers im the United 





and C tions, it has b an inducement to make 
such —y ——_ + peainietii : 

Lai toc! ways on hand, orders of an 
uaguiteia, from 10 hs feet, are execu 
promptly, and carefully tested by powerful hydraulic | 
pressure before leaving the Works. 

Boiler Tubes, Core Bars, Hollow Spindles, and 4% 
draulic Press Pipes, to resist 5000 lb. to the square inch, | 
made on the shortest notice, | 

N.B.—Mr. Edwin Dixon had the honour of receiving 
the only Prize Medal of the Great English Exhibition, | 
1851, ded to this fact 








HARRIS AND PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OF | 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY | 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE BRICKS GAS RETORTS, «c, 
AMBLECOTE Fire CLAY AND Brick Worxs, 
STOURBRIDGE. 
Late in the occupation of I, Ww. King. | 
Originally J. Pidcodhe tiaaes 15 
| 
S. & E, RANSOME & CO., 
31, ESSEX STREET, Stranp, LONDON (W.C.), 
beg to call attention to their 
GAS HEATING & COOKING STOVES. 
Price, from 183, 6d. each, and upwards. 
WHOLESALE AGENTS FOR 
MEAD’S PATENT DRY GAS8-REGUL. 


GODDARD'S DUPLEX & ECONOM 
GAS BATHS, HEATING CRIES, 


Also,™ 
GWYNNE’S STEAM -PRESSU 


and =< fe 
JOHNSTON’S PATENT At AB 
for preventing Explosionyit Bt 
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CROSLEY & CQ,, 


GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
103, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON. 















































SOLE LICENCEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
W. CROSLEY’S AND CROSLEY AND GOLDSMITH’S 
PATENT STANDARD SELF-ADJUSTING AND COMPENSATING GAS-METERS, 


By which the True Water-Line is constantly maintained, and accuracy of measurement at all times secured. 

Manufacturers of LOWE’S PATENT MOTIVE-POWER METER, for situations where there is an inadequacy of pressure to supply the special requirements 
of certain consumers in low grounds during the day or night. 

Also, Manufacturers of EXPERIMENTAL METERS, GASHOLDERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, &e. &c., similar to those used by 
Mr. King, of Liverpool. 

C. and Co. continue to manufacture ordinary WET METERS of the very best description, Mr. W. Crosley having been for many years the principal and confidential 
assistant of his relative, the late Mr. Samuel Crosley, of Cottage Lane, City Road, up to the time of his decease, in which capacity he communicated to W. C. the secret 
of the mixture of the metals which has rendered the Crosley Meter so durable and superior to all others, as is evidenced by a large number of them being still at work, 
after having stood the test of nearly a quarter of a century’s use. 





THE PROVINCIAL 
GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY (LIMITED). 


Incorporated pursuant to the Joint-Stock Companies’ Act of 1856. 
CAPITAL £100,000, in 10,000 Shares of £10 each. 





DIRECTORS. 
W. D, SEYMOUR, Esq., M.P., 32, Fenchurch Street, and Lowndes Square, London. 
Mr. Alderman ABBEY, Hull. JOHN STEVENSON, Esq., Lincoln. 
WILLIAM HARRIS, Esq., Hull. JOHN T. B. PORTER, Esq., Lincoln. 
GEO, WILKINSON, Esq., Hull. JOHN HATTERSLEY, Esq., Barton-upon-Ilamber, 
ROBERT ASH, Esq., Hull. 
AUDITORS. 


JAMES GREEN CARLILL, Esq., Public Accotittatit, Hull. 
BENJAMIN A, TAPP, Esq., Portuguese Vioe-Consul, Hull. 


BANKERS, 
The HULL BANKING COMPANY, Hull. 


ENGINEER. 
GEORGE BOWER, Esq,., St. Neot’s. 
Soriciror. 
C. 8. TODD, Esq., 15, Bowlalley Lane, Hull. 


This Company was formed for the purpose of erecting Gas-Works in country towns and large villages where sufficient local capital was not available for the purpose. 


w Works are completed at Cottingham and Patrington, near Hull; and at Barrow-on-Humber, and Navenby, and W ellingore, in Lincolnshire. The construction of oe 

orks has been carried ont with the greatest economy, and the most improved mode of Gas Manufacture introduced ; and the result of three months’ working shows that, 
notwithstanding the lighting is not yet nearly developed in any of these towns—yet, with the present consumption, U .e profit there from Gas Making is equal to £6 per cent. 
per annum on the outlay in each of the respective towns, with the prospect of a large increase. 


One of the leading features of the project is, to furnish to the Consumers in each town the entire of the fittings 1 equired, and experience has fully proved to the directors 
the soundness and profitable nature of this department of the undertaking. The Company is also prepared to t urn to more profitable account those products in Gas 
Manufacture which have hitherto been considered of little or no value ; and an additional source of revenue has w isen from the Company letting fittings, gas-cooking and 
other stoves, on hire, deriving an income, not only from thea renta!, but from the increase in the consumption of gi 1s consequent thereon. 


M Commencing with a limited Capital of £10,000, it has been found that so small an amount was wholly inadequa te to meet the requirements of the Company, and a Special 
Meeting of Shareholders unanimously resolved to extend the Capital of the Company to the amount of £100,000, by the creation of 9000 additional shares. 


To make the commercial success of the scheme a matter i iti i i s requi i f t where Gas-Works are 
sha atter of still more positive certainty, the Directors require from the Inhabitants of every town e ) 

proposed to be erected by the Company, a guarantee for such a number of Mights as will a the undertaking p' ofitable; and also that one-half of the Capital required ae 

the Plant shall be subscribed for in the place, so as to give the Inhabitants personally an interest in the success ‘of the Works. This principle has been successfully teste 

in the villages of Navenby and Wellingore, near Lincoln. 

The Directors have reserved 4000 of the atidition: le r P at ’ to be extended, and 4000 of the 

Per alten eo : nal Shares for distribution in the towns into which the *Company’s operations are to be extended, 

remaining Shares are now offered to the public, on which three calls of £1 each will have to be paitl as follews :—The first £1 per Shara will be required to be paid to ped 

ieales Bankers at the time of the application for Shares; the second on signing the Articles of Associat ion; and the third in three months from the date of t 

Application for the Shares must be made to the SEc1 ‘ETARY, at the Company’s Office, 15, Bowlalley Lane, Hv t1. 


naga no allotment of Shares be made in pursuance of the above application, the money paid to the Ban kers will be returned, free of charge ; otherwise, it will be 
credited to the applicant on account of the amount payab.'e on the Shares allotted. 




















-—_ 

































































= Pe SRILA | saiietinnatindtitiaianitnicaad sentendliad 


March 31, 1857.] THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. — —13i 














0. BROTHERS AND COMPANY, | 


| 


MANUFACTURERS OF PATENT CARBONACEOUS CLAY RETORTS, | 
AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
TUBULAR GLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 





TO GAS COMPANIES, GAS PROPRIETORS, AND GAS ENGINEERS. 
JOHN VICKARY 


begs to call the attention of the above to his improved METALLIC CASE GAS-METER, an improvement which has met with entire approbation from the various Gas 
Companies and Engineers to whom he has introduced it, and acknowledged to be the greatest improvement that has been made since the year 1832; at which period a 
metal was introduced for the construction of the Drum, Syphon, and Float, capable of resisting any impurities arising from either gas or water, which has been found to 
answer every expectation; as, in repair, Drums of the above date are found in perfect and good condition, when the Outer Case, Valve-box, Inlet-pipe, &c., are quite 
d and entirel t repair. ° 
a “i Sovewmro dpm five wen or lining of the above metal in the Outer Case, Valve-box, Inlet-pipe, &c., thereby rendering the whole as durable as the Drum, as not 
a particle of tin plate is exposed to the action of either water or gas; and preventing the possibility of gas passing above the water line through the front into the ny J of 
the Case to the outlet unregistered, which frequently occurs. When the Meter has been in use for any length of time it is generally found that rust or decay takes place 
above rather than under the water line, which is only discovered when they need repair. Also the Inlet-pipe and Valve-box are generally found quite decayed, which 
h in the above improvement. : : A a i 

a Bx ee that the above will be found a most desirable and perfect instrument, as it contains all other improvements of utility that have been introduced 
up to the present time. PF : . 7 

The most strict attention is given to the workmanship as well as the registration of every Meter, to render them perfectly accurate. 

Station Meters, Governors, &c., made on the shortest notice, as well as Gas Cooking Apparatus of every description, Gas Baths, &c, 

Meters sent at the lowest London prices. ; . 
Carriage paid to any part of England. 


WEST OF ENGLAND GAS METER AND GENERAL GAS APPARATUS MANUFACTORY, 84, FORE STREET, EXETER. 





THE COUNTY AND GENERAL 
| GAS CONSUMERS’ COMPANY (LIMITED). 


Incorporated under 19 & 20 Vict., Cap. 47. (Act 1856.) 


CAPITAL, £50,000 (with Power to Increase), 
In 10,000 Shares of £5 each. Deposit, 5s. per Share on application, and 15s. per Share on allotment. 
Intervals between the Calls, Three Months, with Three Months’ notice, and no Call to exceed £1 per Share. 














OrFicEs—76, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON (E.C.). 
DIRECTORS, 

EDWARD H. J. CRAUFURD, Esq., M.P., Essex Court, Temple, Chairman. 
| ROBERT M. CHRISTIE, Esq., C.E., King William Street, City, late Engineer-in-Chief of the Commercial Gas Company. 
| HENRY W. HAY, Esq., Upper George Street, Portman Square, 
ALEXANDER L. IRVINE, Esq., Smyrren Lodge, Peckham, Member of the Metropolitan Board of Works. 
| JOHN KIRKHAM, Esq., C.E., Tonbridge Place, New Road, late Engineer-in-Chief of the Imperial Gas Company. 
|| Lieut.-Col. C. F. LE HARDY, Porchester ‘Terrace, Bayswater. 
1} JAMES MELROSE, Esq., Hatton Garden, London; and Tividale, near Dudley (firm of Messrs. Melrose and Hussey). 
| | WILLIAM MORRISON, Esq., the Terrace, Kennington Park, 


GEORGE SILVESTER, Esq., Guildford, Surrey, Director of the Crystal Palace District Gas Company. 

WILLIAM SIMPSON, Esq., Bradmore House, Hammersmith. 

ERASMUS WILSON, Esq., F.R.S., Henrietta Street, Cavendish Square, Chairman of the Crystal Palace District Gas Company. 

AUDITORS (to be proposed at the First General Meeting of the Company). 
F. FERGUSON CAMROUX, Esq., 45, Weymouth Street, Portland Place. 

| SAMUEL THOMAS, Esq. (Messrs. Thomas and Cates), 9, Sise Lane, Bucklersbury (Public Accountant). 

STANDING COUNSEL. 

THOMAS CHAMBERS, Esq., M.P., Pump Court, Temple, Common Serjeant of London. 

| SOLICITOR. 

Mr. Under-Sheriff CROSLEY, 34, Lombard Street. 
BANKERS. 
WESTERN BANK OF LONDON, 21, Hanover Square. 
BANK OF LONDON, Threadneedle Street. 
ENGINEER. 
H. P, STEPHENSON, Esq., A.I.C.E., 58, Pall Mall. 
BROKERS. 
Messrs. CROSLEY, BROTHERS, 30, Cornhill. 
SECRETARY. 
R. S. PARKER, Esq. 
This Company is established for the purpose of extending the benefits of Gas Lighting to towns and villages with populations varying from 2000 to 5000 and upwards, 
hot at present possessing its advantages; also to such other localities as the extension of railway communication may have created or more fully developed, 
It is also in contemplation to purchase or lease such existing Works as the Directors may have offered to them on fair terms. 

1} ‘The great progress and improvement of all Gas establishments is clearly demonstrated by the immense increase of its manufacture, the large reduction in price, and 

|| the high market value of the shares of most Gas Companies. 

{| The cost of preliminary expenses and management has hitherto, in many instances, prevented the introduction of Gas into small towns; though, notwithstanding 
| these drawbacks, numerous instances exist where towns of small population, involving comparatively but little outlay, pay large dividends; it is therefore anticipated that 
| under the single expense of formation, and the united management proposed by this Company, its dividends will bear a still higher proportion. 

The Engineer has already examined several towns, some of which have applied to be lighted; these will in all probability form the first operations of the Company. 
| Applications for Shares to be made in the subjoined form, and Prospectuses, and other information, to be obtained of the SECRETARY, at the Offices of the Company, 
76, King William Street, Crty; or of the Brokers, Messrs. CRosLey, BROTHERS, 30, CORNHILL, 
To THE DIRECTORS OF THE COUNTY AND GENERAL Gas ConsuMERS’ ComPany (LIMITED). 
Offices, 76, King William Street, London (E, C,). 





' 
| 


Gentlemen, é 
s. 5 Having paid to your credit with® the sum of £ » I reques t you will allot me Shares 
om in your Company, which number (or any less number you may grant me) I hereby agree to accept and to pay for, in such manner and at such time as you may 
Dated this day of 185 
ee ee ee ee ee 


ee ae ee ee 
Qoompetem 2. wt stl ttl tt 
* “ The Western Bank of London,” or, “‘ The Bank of London,” as the case riiay jbe. 
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LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, | 
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By Her ys ties yu Letters Patent. 








JAMES MEACOCK, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


PATENT DRY AND IMPROVED WET METERS, 


Also of every Description of Apparatus used in the Gas Factory, 
as well as in Gas Distribution. 
4, SNOW HILL, & GILTSPUR STREET, 
LONDON. 
Established 1886. | 


PATRONISED BY ALL THE GAS COMPANIES OF THE METROPOLIS, AS WELL AS MOST OF 
THE PROVINCIAL TOWNS. 














J. MEACOCK, in returning thanks for the liberal favours he has received, most respectfully calls the attention of those interested in Gas Lighting to the improvements | 
of his Dry Merer, which has obtained HER MAJESTY’S ROYAL LETTERS PATENT, and which contains all the desired requisites for simplicity, durability, and | 
faithful registration; also to his improved Wer Gas-Merer, which all the leading Gas Companies have been pleased to patronise; and begs to solicit the continuance of | 
their commands for the above, as well as Experimental and Station-Meters, Pressure-Indicators, Governors, Gauges, Photometers, and every apparatus in use by the Gas 
Engineer, which he will warrant of the very best materials and workmanship, and at most economical charges. | 





_———7 : 
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NEW VALVE OF J. MEACOCK’S 
PATENT DRY METER, 


i 


J. MEACOCK’S OLD VALVE OF THE ORDINARY J. MEACOCK’S IMPROVED 
PATENT DRY METER. DRY GAS-METER, WET METER. 


in 


Mh on 


3 


am 





In the above Diagrams of Meters will be seen J. MEAacock’s patent method of securing the Leather Diaphragm of his Improvep Parenr Dry Merer. Instead of 


using the soldering iron for the purpose, by which the Leather is more or less injured, it is held between two flat Metal Rings, and screwed up sound on to a frame to 
receive it, the outward rim of which and serew-heads are shown in the drawing. 

The Valve adopted in the above Patent Meter is also shown, as well as the ordinary Slide-Valve ; the advantages of the former in not rising from its facing will be very 
apparent to the practical Gas Engineer, to whom it is of vital import. 


WET GAS-METERS REPAIRED ano ReconsTaUCTED WITH J, MEACOCK’S MODERN IMPROVEMENTS, 


| 





J. MEACOCK begs leave most respectfully to submit to the notice of Gas Companies his PATENT DRY GAS-METER, trusting thereby to receive the same | 
encouragement that has been so kindly awarded him in respect of his Improved Water Meter, which has been patronised by all the Metropolitan Companies, as well as most 
of the Provincial Gas-works. 

The public having been induced to desire Dry Gas-Meters in preference to Wet, and many Gas Companies being willing to yield to their wishes, if a correct measurer, 
not liable to fluctuation of registry, of good materials and workmanship, and when repair was necessary, of being put in order by simple means, J. M. has been induced to 
apply himself to the production of a Dry Meter, possessing those requisites, for which he has obtained her Majesty’s Royal Letters Patent. : 

It is not generally known, But very frequently in fitting up the ordinary Dry Meter, the leather of the diaphragm is destroyed during the process of soldering, by coming 
in contact with the hot soldering iron. In his present process, J. M. has done away with its use, no solder being necessary, the leather being secured by two flat metal 
rings, between which it is screwed, rivetted, or overlaid; the perishing effect of hot tools to leather being avoided, its durability must be longer; also, by this means, its 
repair when needful is most simple, as a new leather diaphragm can be applied by merely unscrewing the old one from the rim or frame to which it had previously been 
screwed up sound, 

In the ordinary Dry Meter frequent variations of registry have been detectable from defective valves, which tilt or rise from their facings: the slide-valve of this Patent 
Dry Meter will not allow any carb matter to coal gas to tilt or lift the slide from its facings, and hence no variation. 1t will be found not only a eunest | | 
measurer, but free from fluctuation. 

The heavy wear and tear to which the Meters of Gas Companies are subject, have at all times made it desirable to have them of the best materials and workmanship. | 
Unfortunately, in the greater nuniber of the ordinary Dry Meters, neither of these requisites were carried out, for, as they were not to contain water, most inferior workmen | 
and materials were employed in their construction. J. M. begs leave to assure those who may honour him with their commands, that nothing but the stoutest materials for | 
cases, the hardest gas-resisting metals, and best: foreign leather for the interiors, will be used, and t.one but first-class workmen employed in their construction (the | 
properties which his Improved Water Meter is well known to possess, and which has obtained him that extensive patronage), will be strictly carricd out in his PaTENT | 


Dry Merer. 
In respect of any orders with which he may be honoured, he is willing to give a stamped g guarantee to keep the same in repair, free of all charge, for five years, and 





allow the customary discount off the original list price. h 
J. M. has annexed diagrams of his Patent Dry, also of his Improved Wet, Gas-Meter. In the former will be seen his patent mode of securing the diaphragm. The 


former and present valve are also shown, and the: advantages of the latter will be, by practical persons, easily understood. 
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i TUESDA y, MARCH 31, 1857. 
| NOTES ON PASSING EVENTS. 


By way of a practical commentary upon the doctrines of the 
Gencral Board of Health on the subject of quarantine, we are, 
it appears, menaced with a total exclusion of foreign cattle as 
a measure of precaution against the murrain which is now 
raging in some parts of the Continent. What must Lord 
Palmerston think of the differences of opinion upon this im- 
portant subject, manifested by the decided recommendations of 
the agricultural societies, and of some of the public health 
officers, to close our ports against diseased cattle, and by the 
elaborate arguments of the old College of Health (we beg 
pardon, of the Board of Health) in favour of the anti-contagion 
theory? Already the fancies of these ignorant, presumptuous 
empirics, in matters connected with drainage and water supply, 
have been forcibly belied by experience ; are we now to witness 
a similar disgrace to our national scientific reputation on a sub- 
ject of so much greater importance? The English tax-payers 
Were put to a considerable expense for printing and circulating 
the report of the General Board of Health upon quarantine in 
divers languages, yet, forsooth, upon the first occasion of an 
epidemic amongst cattle, the whole system it so vehemently 
condemned is to be revived! These new lights should be con- 
sistent, at least, if they cannot be wise. 

The Board of Health, however, is now very earnestly at 
work, endeavouring to discover some grievance upon which to 
base its claim for a renewal of place and pay. It is said to be 
engaged in a serious inquiry into the composition of the air 
as it exists in the close, ill-ventilated rooms of the working 
classes ; and into the actual deterioration in the quality of but- 
cher’s meat. By and bye, no doubt, in its anxiety for a job, it 
| will inquire into the potato disease, or the ravages of the 
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turnip-fly. Such pursuits would be worthy indeed of really 
scientific investigation, but the results of all such proceedings 


on the part of the Board of Health hitherto have been so || 


supremely ridiculous, that we call upon the independent mem- | 


bers of the Legislature to put a stop to the solemn and ex- || 


pensive farce connected with its existence. What earthly good | 
has ever been effected by this board to justify the cost it has! 
entailed upon the nation? Indeed, we boldly assert that, of 
the additions to the civil service estimates, it would be difficult 
to find one so useless, so utterly unjustifiable, as the amount. 
provided for the General Board of Health ; and most earnestly | 
do we beg true administrative reformers to put a stop to its! 
being paid. : 

Science or art seem equally unfortunate in the hands of our, 


| 


present rulers. The former has suffered from the incompetence | 


of the quacks at Richmond Terrace, as we have seen; but the | 
latter has been, in the meantime, favoured by a similar amount | 
of official protection of a more pernicious character, because it is | 
always more difficult to deal with questions of taste than with | 
those which are susceptible of direct verification. The very 
large sum included in the estimates for the department of the, 
Board of Trade, connected with science and art, would have | 
justified us in expecting something better from it than the) 
atrociously ugly shed lately erected in South Kensington. To. 
point the moral of such State encouragements, moreover, the 
fire-proof building in question was so badly contrived that an 


accidentally-overheated flue has actually endangered the col- | 


lection made at so great a cost. But what are we to say to) 
the government authorities entrusted with the artistic and 
scientific education of the nation, who can only produce mo- 
dels of what should be avoided in matters of taste and scien- 
tific construction? That these authorities should have recom- 
mended the purchase of the Soulages collection is, primd facie, | 
a justification of Sir C. Lewis’s refusal to do so; but we 
go much further than he does; and we contend that the artis- 
tic merits of the Soulages collection were not so great as to| 
justify the Government in purchasing it at present. Passing 
over the discussion of the absolute necessity for State patron- 
age of art, and avoiding even the examination of the moral 
laws which have hitherto produced the singular phenomenon of 
the decline of virtue in all nations in which the taste for what 
is called “ vertu” (by collectors of crockeryware) is the most 
encouraged, we seriously question the use of the Soulages| 
collection even as models. The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
was, in our opinion, quite right in refusing to spend the na- 
tion’s money in the purchase of objects of such doubtful utility. 
The misfortune is, that he does not extend the same independent 
spirit into other matters, and that he does not with equal firm- | 
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ness check the progress of the palace, park, picture, and monu- | 


ment mania which has lately seized our rulers. 


Will any one | 


say what is the artistic value of the old German daubs in the | 
National Gallery, or the good produced by the Marlborough | 


House Schools? When our artists were unpatronised, Eng- 


land could boast of her Reynolds, Hogarth, Wilson, Gains- | 


borough, Morland, Wedgewood, and Flaxman. Whom can 
we cite now, to compare with them ? 

The prevailing mania for ‘ State intervention ” has, we are 
indeed convinced, produced as much mischief in art and 
science as it has undoubtedly produced in trade; and the 
fearful ruin which Joint Stock Companies have lately been 
enabled to produce, may fairly be laid to the charge of the 
empirical legislators who have disturbed all our ancient com- 
mercial legislation. A former Lord of the Treasury plundered 
the Tipperary Joint Stock Bank; two well-known members of 
the late Parliament are accused of plundering the Royal British 
Bank; the story of the London and Eastern Bank is equally equi- 
vocal; that of the North of Europe Steam Navigation Company 
is, to say the least of it, very strange; Sir William Magnay’s 
case was certainly suspicious enough for the Belgian tribunals 
to condemn him and his colleagues: on all sides, indeed, we 
hear rumours of exposures which put the receipt of ‘« twopenny 
royalties ” to the blush, But how are we to account for this 
outburst of commercial immorality? For our own parts, we 
believe that much of it is to be attributed to the undue faci- 
lities which have lately been given to the system of trading 
with limited liabilities ; but, above all, to the absolute want of 
any check or control over the managers of such companies 
(limited). We have always contended that the modern 
English law-makers have—we fear, designedly and studiously — 
avoided to copy those portions of the French law of Part- 


‘ nership, ‘‘ en commandite,” which provide for the personal and 














pecuniary responsibility of everybody who interferes in the 
business transactions of such partnerships. All that is dan- 
gerous in the French law, in fact, we have copied; all in it 
| that was likely to limit its evil effects we have omitted. The 
|result we see in the few cases which have yet come before the 
public ; how many more are to follow it would be madness to 
foretell. 

It may be that it is the great uncertainty thus thrown upon 

all descriptions of enterprises in our own country, when they 
jare of such magnitude as to require the intervention of a com- 
| pany, in addition to the unceasing attacks of the place-hunters 
jand office-seekers, who desire to concentrate industrial opera- 
| tions in the hands of a bureaucracy, which leads our country- 
/men to seek abroad safer investments for their capital. We 
are becoming, as a nation, otherwise far more cosmopolitan 
than was our want; and are rushing blindly into schemes for 
|making railways, canals, and electrical telegraphs, in regions 
|at present devoid of population or law. But the peculiarity of 
i the whole matter lies in the preference we seem to accord to 
| the wildest schemes; and amongst the latter, also, to those 
| which are presented to the world upon the faith of the most 
|incomplete evidence The cases of the Euphrates Valley Rail- 
way, of the Darien Canal, of the Isthmus of Suez, of the Alge- 
rian railways, of the Portuguese lines, strikingly illustrate “‘ the 
point” of these remarks; whilst projects for investments in 
Holland are looked upon coldly and with indifference, and new 
companies for the execution of gas and water-works at home 
are entirely neglected. The favour with which these foreign 
schemes are regarded may be attributed, no doubt, to our ad- 
miration of all that is distant; for, if ever there were a nation 
to which the accusation of taking omne ignotum pro magnifico 
could apply, it is our own ; but the source of the evil connected 
with the repugnance to home investments lies, we are convinced, 
in the want of confidence in the security of such property, 
which has been created by the recent alterations in our com- 
mercial and municipal law. 

The period fixed by the Legislature for the completion of the 
works required to intercept the London sewerage is passing 
rapidly away ; and Red Tape still seems to be industriously at 
work in devising means ‘“ how not to do it.” Really the whole 
of this affair is degenerating into a farce; and the more palpably 
so, because the diminished rate of mortality which has now so 
long prevailed shows that after all the interception is not abso- 
lutely necessary. But then the question arises, why retain the 
Metropolitan Board of Works and its costly staff? Practically, 
the local boards appear able to effect all that is really wanted 
for improving the sanitary conditions of the metropolis, and, 
if this be the case, why retain the central board, which has not 
even the courage to assert its own independence? 

There is little news abroad connected with the ordinary sub- 
jects of our observations. Men’s minds are so absorbed by the 
great and very singular struggle which is going on in the po- 
litical world that our pursuits pale their ineffectual fires before 
it. The results of the present elections may, however, very 
seriously affect the interests even of gas and water companies ; 
for, beyond doubt, the democratic element has made great pro- 
gress amongst us of late; and one result has followed from 
the establishment of all the democratic governments hitherto 
recorded in history—viz., that the central- government has 
sooner or later destroved in them local and independent autho- 
rities. At all times the possession of property has necessitated 
its defence against the needy. In democratic governments the 
needy rule, for they constitute the majority; and there is, 
therefore, ground for anxiety on the part of those who have 
something to lose, when political events appear to tend towards 
the displacement of political power, and to throw it into the 
hands of those who have all to gain. Be this as it may, the 
' strange manner in which Lord Palmerston is being driven into 

radicalism is one of the strangest phenomena of our domestic 
history ; and it proves very forcibly how helplessly and how en- 
| tirely even the astutest men are, after all, the mere sport of cir- 
‘cumstances. ‘ Progressive development” is but a new cry to 
{mask the refusal of reform; and it would never have been 
|heard—any more than the ery for army reform or civil service 
| retrenchment—if our so styled rulers had not felt the necessity 
|for some ‘ stump excitement.” 
the commercial and industrial interests will do wisely to ex- 
amime seriously their position. 

We have heard, however, that the Government Commission 
for inquiring into the disposal of town sewerage has been 
|| brought to a standstill by the unwonted economy of the Chan- 
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| cellor of the Exchequer—that Nemesis of bureaucratic jobbery. 
There are, too, very strange rumours about the failure of the 
operations of the Board of Health of Salisbury, which prove 
that a serious examination of the working of the act of 1848 
is absolutely necessary. At York, a very amusing scene took 
place in the City Council on the 9th inst., upon the receipt of 
a polite “‘snubbing”’ from Mr. Tom Taylor, on account of the 
members of that body having dared to act without the consent 
of the Richmond Terrace quacks. The tale itself is a charac- 
teristic one of the insolence of these new-fangled guardians of 
the lives and interests of her Majesty’s lieges; but the speech 
of Alderman Leeman, recorded in the Yorkshireman of March 
the 14th, is worthy of serious meditation on the part of those 
who are anxious for the really progressive development of our 
institutions. The Rugby sewerage distribution is said ‘to be 
getting into difficulties,” just as the Southampton and Croydon 
outfalls have done; whilst, in another sphere of operations, it 
seems that the Harwich artesian boring is in an unsatisfactory 
condition, for it has been carried already to a depth of 1300 ft. 
without obtaining a water supply. One other report we feel 
particular regret in recording, viz.—that the Gas Fitters’ As- 
sociation seems likely to die a natural death. Why should this 
be the case? Is it because the objects of the association are 
too limited, or because it is confined to too small a class? 





THE GAS QUESTION AT CORK. 
Ir must be confessed that of all the idiosyncracies attached to 
human nature, there is none more peculiar than the one which 
relates to matters of taste or liking; and, although 99 per 
cent. of mankind agree in considering it pleasant or advan- 
tageous to have their own way, yet exceptions may be found 
even to this satisfactory state of affairs. ‘Thus Dean Swift, in 
his celebrated ‘‘ Tale of a Tub,” tells us that ‘* Jack absolutely 
céurted persecution,” and would go great distances out of his 
way to secure it: ‘‘ if you gave him a slap on the face or a 
hearty kick, he would exclaim, ‘ Thank you, my sweet sir ! ano- 
ther slap, I pray vou, or one kick more, for the love of Heaven!” 
Now, Mr. John I. Maguire, M.P., editor of the Cork Examiner, 
and projector of the ‘* Non-anomalous and Anti-degrading 
Gas Company ” of Cork, &c., &c., is evidently a bird of the 
self-same feather as our well-known friend ‘‘ Jack: ” he loves 
opposition with an almost frantic affection—his very stomach 
yearns for the up-rising of those venomous little ‘‘contretemps” 
which serve to distract and annoy less philosophical individuals : 
** Away with your ‘ roses and violets,’” exclaims Mr. J. F. 
Maguire; “ let my path be strewed with briars and nettles.” 
Does any one give Mr. Maguire’s favourite project a regular 
knock on the head, ‘‘ Most sweet sir,’’ cries he, ‘‘ that was all 
that was required to render my new company even more popular 
than it is /”’ pray let me have another thump, to “give increased 
confidence to my local undertaking.” Does any one kick his 
gaseous assertions and theoretical deductions beyond even the 
hazy limits of Tipperary romance, Mr. Maguire becomes deli- 
rious with joy, because such kicks are of ‘* much service to the 
Cork Gas Consumers’ Company! !”’ Some ill-disposed persons 
might conclude that this was a mere “ ruse” on the part 
of Mr. Maguire to bounce over the notorious difficulty of 
his position, but we retain our first impression, and feel sure 
that it is a purely idiosyncratic affection; a kind of “ dusus 
nature.” ‘True, indeed, when Rome was besieged by the 
Goths, the starving inhabitants threw their last loaves into the 
camp of the enemy to convey a false impression of their actual 
condition ; but this cannot be a fit subject for imitation at Cork, 
where everything is, or ought to be, ‘‘ independent of utter and 
unknown strangers :’’ Mr. Maguire, indeed, scorns all extrinsic 
aid, and would not be indebted (even to Rome) for so muchas 
a hint; moreover, has he not published our ‘‘ bombshell,” and 
directed ‘ special and earnest attention ” to its “ awful explo- 
sion?” We cannot, of course, say as much for his policy with 
regard to what he will no doubt call the “ hand granade,” sent 
by the secretary of the Dover Gas Company in contradiction of 
Mr. Anderson’s performance with the “ long bow :” the “ hand 
granade ”’ has met with less favour than our ‘‘ bombshell,”’ pro- 
bably because it was not calculated “ to inspire the shareholders 
(540 in number, up to this moment, and all, with a trifling excep- 
tion, gas consumers of the cily’’)—what a parenthesis !—“ as 
| well as ihe citizeas at large, with increased confidence in the use- 
| fulness and success of the local undertaking :’ query—might we 
| not read ‘ locust undertaking ?” 
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But, returning to the hand} 
eyanade, we think Mr. Maguire’s conduct herein not only very | 

i equivocal, but incompatible even with the principles he pro- || 
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fesses; that hand granade is a real nettle, and admirably 
adapted to demonstrate the truth of Mr. Maguire’s assertion, 
that ‘so far from wishing to hide,” &c., he was anxious to 
publish the “ tremendous things,” called facts, which stood 
ready to warn the people of Cork against investing their hard 
cash in a dubious undertaking. As regards our remarks, there 
is not much merit, and less sincerity, in quoting or calling at- 
tention to them, as they were already before the public, and 
had been reprinted for the benefit of ‘‘ our local readers,” 
though not perhaps much to the satisfaction of Mr. Maguire ; 
it was, therefore, merely making a merit of necessity to copy 
them into the Cork Examiner; whereas the Dover “hand 
granade’”’ was a special communication, and might have taught 
**our local readers ” to regard Mr. Anderson’s assertions at 
their proper value. 

It would appear, moreover, that “ three-fourths of the 
article” for which Mr. Maguire claims “ the attention of his 
fellow-citizens”’ is “‘ mere abuse;” so that but “ one-fourth” 
remains for ‘‘ comment: and fortunate it is for the ‘‘ fellow- 
citizens’? that no more was available under the circumstances ; 
as our ‘‘ one-fourth” of original matter has swelled out be- 
neath the inflating genius of Mr. Maguire into about a column 
and a half of froth; nor is there any saying to what length 
the question might have run, had we not limited the supply of 
elementary excitement. A table spoonful of yeast will throw 
a whole vat of wort into active fermentation, and our brief 
remarks seem to have had a similar effect upon the editor of 
the Cork Examiner: poor fellow! it is no doubt his first ac- 
quaintance with gas. In this respect we unquestionably pos- 
sess an advantage, that renders us charitably disposed to over- 
look Mr. Maguire’s absurdities, and to offer the results of our 
large experience to the citizens of Cork in a simple and 
digestible form, ungarnished with assertions about ‘‘ angry 
insolence ; slanderous, and blustering writers ; alarmed par- 
tizans; dolts and idiots; Saxons and Celts; horrible in- 
iquity ;” and so forth. The movement now in progress at 
Cork, is one which, in its peripatetic quality, we have seen 
and examined in almost every large and in many small 
towns throughout this kingdom, as well as on the conti- 
nent ; and happy now are the inhabitants of those towns, who, 
under our advice, have learnt in time that ‘‘ where ignorance is 
bliss ‘tis folly to be wise.” Of course, Mr. Maguire will scoff 
at such advice, and accuse us of partizanship, bribery, &c., as 
if anything could be easier than for us to reply in the same un- 
generous style, and insinuate that he himself was guided only 
by selfish motives, and wished to raise a temporary capital for 
private purposes at Durgarven with a view to secure his elec- 
tion, but we say no such thing; though Mr. Maguire must 
now begin to perceive how much easier it is to make au in- 
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sinuation than to prove a fact. We are no advocates or parti- | 
zans of gas companies, “old or new,” and have not the slight- | 
est interest in advocating anything but the truth; we shall, | 
therefore, treat Mr. Maguire as a sincere and honest ignoramus | 
in questions of gas manufacture, and this we shall do because | 
his arguments and conduct are alike indicative of the presump- 
tion and rashness of extreme ignorance. That he has been | 
misled by others we shall take for granted, nor will we ques- | 
tion the sincerity of his intentions; but we repeat that he is | 
grossly ignorant of the subject he has in hand, and is all the | 
more dangerous in proportion as he is honest; nor can the 
citizens of Cork, unless they are willing to learn from the mis- 
fortunes of others, ever discover the long-lived evil which now | 
seeks entrance into their streets, until it is too late for anything 
but regret and repentance ; let them, while there is yet time, take | 
any one town which has had all the advantages (?) now offered by | 
Mr. Maguire, in the shape of local management and competition; | 
let them ascertain the past and present state of the gas consu- 
mers of that town, and they will find, without a single excep- | 
tion, the following summary of facts :—Competition for a time 
reduced the price of gas, and almost ruined the combatants ; | 
then came ‘‘ amalgamation,” and increased price of gas, by 
which the consumers have been compelled to refund all they | 
gained previously, and have had, in addition, to pay the ex- 
penses of another gas-work, with its buildings, mains, mishaps, 
directors, engineer, secretary, &c., not to mention the “ law | 
bills and parliamentary expenses;” the result is, that the reduc- | 
tion in price which would naturally have accrued in the course | 
of time from enlarged consumption, has been put off for at | 
least twenty years to come, in most cases. Such is the deduc- 
tion which a prolonged experience warrants us in drawing from 
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ample in point be desired by the inhabitants of Cork, we solicit 
their attention to one of the most recent projects of the kind, 
viz., ‘‘ The Surrey Consumers’ Gas Company,”’ of which Mr. 


Anderson was at one time assistant engineer, under Mr. Croll, |! 
and with reference to the operations of which a report appears | | 
in our columns of certain proceedings by the ‘‘ South London || 


Gas Consumers’ Mutual Protection Society,” that ought to be 
read with interest at this moment by every one in Cork. 
And now we would gladly allow Mr. Maguire to fall back | 


into that situation of obscurity and insignificance which is his | | 
due in matters of coal gas, but, as he pretends to contradict || 
us upon one or two questions of fact, we will hastily glance || 


at them, to show those whom it interests how a subject may 
be occasionally slurred over instead of being fairly replied to. 
We had stated on what we know to be good authority that the 
cash actually received by the ‘‘ new company” was not more 
than ‘ £2500, minus the preliminary expenses; ”’ and to this 
assertion Mr. Maguire offers a calculation of “* 5833 shares 
already taken at £5 a share,” as if this was any contradiction of 
our statement. If Mr. Maguire has yet to learn the vast dif- 
ference betwixt ‘ shares taken” and ‘‘ hard cash paid in,” the 
sooner he drops all connection with gas projects the Letter— 
not only for his “‘ fellow-citizens,’”’ but also for himself. Taking 
Mr. Maguire’s calculation at its full value, we very strongly 
suspect that our estimate of the ‘‘ hard cash”’ realised is only 
too high; and, if Mr. Maguire will allow us to add “ nothing” 
to the “‘ £100 paid” and To BE Patp, as due for ** preliminary 
expenses,” the result (£1000) will be much nearer the actual 
figure. 

It would seem that the “ directors” are not “‘dolts or idiots,” 
but have made up their minds to a swinging outlay for “ par- 
liamentary expenses.” Now this is very considerate on their 
part ; but are the holders of the “‘ shares already taken” in the 
same happy state of resignation as the ‘ directors ’’ on this 
head ? or, since “ the directors are not dolts and idiots,”’ must 
we conclude that these terms apply to the less Anewing por- 
tion of the company ? 

Mr. Maguire would fain insinuate that the ‘* old company ” 
is on its last legs, and will soon give up contesting with the 
“new one” from mere want of funds. ‘‘ Hope told a flatter- 
ing tale.” The same insinuation has been broached by every 
“new company ”’ that we know of, and in every instance the 
“« junior” has been the first to cry ** Peecavi.” In the present 
case, however, there can be no doubt whatever about the 
matter, since, as we have before remarked, ‘ the old company 
can afford to sacrifice its profits at other places to maintain its 
position against fraud and injustice in Cork.” ‘ Horrible 
iniquity !”” says Mr. Maguire; and so say we, when a corpora- 
tion can be found capable of rejecting a low-priced tender from 
responsible individuals whom they knew, to accept a high- 
priced tender from parties of whom, in a manufacturing sense, 
they knew nothing, and who had, in fact, no existence. We 


say again, “ Horrible iniquity!" *‘ I thank thee, Jew, for) 


teaching me that word.” 

We cannot conclude, however, without offering a kindly 
piece of advice to Mr. Maguire upon another subject—cease 
to ‘ring changes on the ‘ Saxon and Celt’ part of the gas agi- 
tation :”’ in England, fortunately, we know of no such distine- 
tion ; and better would it be for the nation at large, if Ireland 
followed that example. No small part of the blood that circu- 
lates in our own veins is of Celtic origin ; and the honour and 
welfare of Ireland are as dear to us as those of England, In 
parliamentary position, in law, divinity, or medicine, in litera- 
ture, the arts or manufactures, have we not Celts, and Jrish- 
men too, in abundance, whose talents have advanced them 
beyond their competitors of every kind; yet who in England 
regrets at their success or repines at their promotion? Absurd 
prejudice ! 
here, and bring his money, if he has it, or his brains or his 
muscle—here he will find profitable employment and a hearty 
welcome. Let him come, he will not be the first by many ; 
the “daily press” is replete with his brethren, our manufac- 


_ tories overflow with them: nor is the assertion of ‘ Teddy the 
Tiler” much exaggerated, that ‘‘ the Irish might claim the 


honour of having built London entirely, for at one time or 
other, as ‘ hodmen,’ they had carried it all upon their backs.” 
“« Saxon and Celt” quotha? Bah! say we. 


Circular to Gas Compantes. 





what is called “ competition in gas ;” and if a particular ex- |! Tux indictment for a misdemeanor against the London Gas 











Let the Irishman, aye, and the ‘‘ Corkman,” come | | 





























Company, or rather against the directors and some of the ser- | 
vants of that company, came to its inevitable termination, at | 
Kingston, on Saturday last, when the chairman, engineer, and | 
one of the workmen entered into recognisances, in the name 
of the company, to appear in due course at the Queen’s Bench, 
and give a guarantee for the abatement of the nuisance which 
formed the ground of objection. It is unnecessary to recapi- 
tulate the particulars of the offence in this instance ; suffice it 
to say, that one of the servants of the company had polluted 
that crystal current, called the Thames, with the well-known 
fluid designated ‘‘ Blue Billy.”” We are very far indeed from 
wishing to defend an action of this kind, more particularly as 
the production of this ‘‘ Blue Billy” is really a needless opera- 
tion at the present any. when the employment of the oxide of 
iron in one or other form is open to the whole world. But it 
must be remembered that the London Gas Company is the 
very company which has contended for the right of using 
oxide of iron, and is now in a kind of transition state with re- 
ference to the introduction of a new system of purification. 
Without, therefore, pretending to offer a defence of that which 
even the directors themselves condemned, there was room for 
some allowance on the part of the persons to whom the pain- 
ful duty of prosecution devolved ; and it would have afforded 
us pleasure to have been able to record, that considerations of 
that kind had gone hand in hand with the legal movements of 
the prosecution. Such, however, has not been the case; and 
we are, on the contrary, compelled to testify to the superfluous 
expenditure of the company’s money, brought about by ring- 
ing the changes on every forensic luxury in the catalogue of 
“‘ taxed costs ” and individual annoyance. 

Although the company had virtually pleaded “ guilty ” from 
the first, and were therefore in no condition to offer even the 
shadow of a defence, yet crowds of witnesses on the part of 





the prosecution thronged the court, with obviously no other 
view than to swell the outlay—a conclusion confirmed by the 
event, for not a single witness was called. Then, again, the 
names of the whole of the directors were paraded in the indict- 
ment, as if they had knowingly committed the nuisance, 
and were wilfully persisting in its continuance; whereas 
the very circumstance of its commission at all was quite 
unknown to several of them. Fortunately, the case came 
before one of the best lawyers and most conscientious men on 
the Bench, and the London Company has much reason to re- 
member with gratitude the sterling honesty and wisdom ef | 
Judge Cresswell. | 
We perceive that the state of gas affairs in Southwark, as | 
regards the consuming portion of the public, is anything but | 
satisfactory, in spite of the existence of a truly respectable and 
talented chemist as ‘‘ tester” of the gases supplied on that side 
of the river. Of Mr. Warington’s ability and integrity there 
cannot be, and, in short, there is not the slightest doubt ; con- 
sequently, we are warranted in concluding that the quality of | 
the gas, both as to purity and illuminating power, is perfectly | 
satisfactory to every reasonable mind. Under such circum-— 
stances the declamatory proceedings of the so-called “‘ South 
London Gas Consumers’ Mutual Protection Association’ must 
be regarded with suspicion, more especially when no better 
objection can be adduced against the various companies than 
that the gas is “‘ tested on the works.” One of the speakers 
(Dr. Challice) pretended to draw an analogy betwixt the beer 
of the publican compared with the beer of the brewer, and the 
gas of the consumer compared with the gas at the works; but 
he forgot to point out who the individual is in the case of the | 
gas that stands as the publican does between the producer and 
consumer. Such crudities may do very well to amuse a long- 
eared audience in the Borough ; but Dr. Challice will pardon us 
for denouncing them as absurd adulterations of common sense 
in respect to the other parts of the metropolis. 

We considered it extremely injudicious, at the time of the rise 
in the price of gas in Southwark, for the directors to offer any 
explanations of the cause of that rise, further than the general 
declaration that gas could not be sold so cheap as it had been, 
to pay the return allowed by. the Legislature. The correct- 
ness of our opinion is now beginning to prove itself, in the ap- 
plications for a reduction in the price of gas, “ because coals 
are cheaper than they were.” The multifarious circumstances 
connected with the manufacture of gas, render it impossible so 
to simplify the pecuniary details as to bring them within the 
comprehension of individuals who have even paid considerable 
attention to the subject,—how then can the public at large un- | 
derstand them without much labour and instruction? If coals | 








| of the late Parliament, and is 
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have fallen, coke has depreciated still more: but what knows 
the ‘South London Gas Consumers’ Mutual Protection Asso- 
ciation” about the effect of this in keeping up the price of 
gas? The association pretends that the gas is of so bada 
quality as to give rise to a suspicion that it is made “ from dried 
manure!” Yet all the association asks from the gas com- 
panies is a “‘ reduction in the charge to 4s. per 1000 feet.” 
We reproduce, in ertenso, in another column, the report 
made by the directors of the Parisian Gas Company, of the 
first year’s operations of the amalgamated body which now 
employs a capital of £2,640,000, and may therefore be con- 
sidered at the head of such bodies in regard to the capital 
invested. For the information of our English and American 
readers, we have converted the French money and measure 
into English values in the following abstract of the balance- 


sheet :— 
REVENUE OF THE Paris GAs CompaANy FOR 1856. 
1,548,373,055 cubic feet of gas sold, at 63. 8d. per 1000 feet to pri- 


vate consumers, and 3s. 4d. for the publiclamps .. .. .«. «£412,380 
Gas in store on Dec. 31, 1856.. .. «2 oc oe 8 oF of of 188 
COME <s s6 06-06 40 “se eo 66-00 #0 00 «6 oo S308 

13,232 


Tar and ammoniacal liquor .. «2 «+ «+ os os oe ee oe 
Charges made for the repairs and maintenance of public and private 








Service-pipes .. os cc cc ce ce of ce ee ce 18,578 
Rent of service-pipes and meters .. «2 «+ os «+ «2 «+ e+ 12,685 
Profit on various works .. 2. «2 8 oe “<o vo «¢ ce ae 
Profit on chemical products .. «2 «2 «+f oF se ef «8 os 482 

Total revenue .. 2c cc oo cf 6 co ve 0eh45,469 
EXPENSES. 
195,339°87 tons of coal distilled .. .. .. «. £231,549 
577'07 tons of coal used for other purposes... .. 822 
Wear and tear of furnaces, retorts, pipes, and other 

portions of the apparatus .. «2 «se os o- 17,405 
Superintendence and labour .. .. «2 «2 «oe 69,509 
Taxes on coal and on gas, and rent for permission 

to lay down pipes... «2 «oo s+ «6 «2 os 41,604 
General expenses «+ o2 os oo ce ce ce 13,547 

Total expenses .. «2 «+ «+ «¢ £874,436 
Reserve-fund .. «2 of oe 8 cf oF of 8,938 
£383,374 

Balance of profit (exclusive of £15,736, interest 

received on unemployed capital), being a frac- 

tion under 2s, 1jd. per 1000 feet on the gas 

sold .. oe 08 8 «8 8 #8 8 #8 8 162,095 

£545,469... ..£546,469 


The return moved for by the late Mr. Brotherton, in the ses- 
sion of 1856, was ordered to be printed at one of the last sittings 
daily expected to be issued. 





Correspondence. 


VALUE OF COAL TAR AS FUEL. 

Srr,—Hayving seen various statements respecting the disposal of 
tar, I think the return derived from it is much below its value; 
and I beg, with your kind permission, to lay the result of my ex- 
perience before your numerous readers, should you think the re- 
marks of sufficient interest to appear in your valuable Journal. 

After many ineffectual efforts to use it for heating retorts, I have 
now a system of burning if which I have followed for the last four 
years with the greatest success, so that I am prepared to state in 
every particular what its real value is for heating purposes. 

Iam at this time heating two beds of five retorts each—one iron 
and the other clay; the two beds consume 100 gallons in 24 hours, 
producing as good a heat as is possible to be obtained from either 
coal or coke. To heat the same with the latter would require six 
quarters, the selling price of which is 3s. per quarter of eight 
bushels, showing a balance of 1s. 4d. over 2d. per gallon in favour 
of tar, besides getting rid of what has hitherto been considered as 
much cost as profit. The wear of the furnace is much less as the 
tar is very free from clinker, consequently there does not require a 


| tenth part of the labour by my system as an ordinary coke fire. I 


have heard it asserted that the tar destroys the furnaces. I beg most 
distinctly to deny this, if the tar is properly introduced; the appa- 
ratus for applying it are both simple and inexpensive. One of the 
great advantages of burning the tar is that a market is found for 
that for which there was no demand at the price I name, and the 
coke, for which there is always a ready sale, is saved. 

Gas- Works, Grantham. JoHN KEELING. 


Register of New Patents. 


2140.—Joun Exxiort, of Southampton, in the co. of Hampshire, architect 
and civil engineer, for ‘* An improved apparatus for containing and 
supplying water, gas, and other fiuids, applicable also as a fluid meter.” 
Patent dated Sept. 12, 1856. 
This invention has for its chief objects to allow of water, liquors, gas, or 
any other fluids or semi-fluids, being withdrawn from vessels of any ordi- | | 
nary suitable form without the admission of atmospheric air to their con- 
tents; and, where the apparatus is employed for flushing or regulating the 
supply of fluids, to effect their uses without the necessity of any air-pipe 
or valve. 
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It is proposed to effect these chief objects of the invention by the use of 
a flexible waterproof bag, sheet, or dish of indiarubber, oiled silk, or other 
suitable material, affixed in such a way and in such proportion as to size 
and shape to a rigid or semi-rigid containing-vessel—of metal, wood, or 
other suitable material—that the flexible bag, sheet, or disc, shall, by its 
own weight and the pressure of the atmosphere, be forced to the side of 
the containing-vessel and down on the fluid or semi-fluid contents as they 
leave the containing-vessel ; thus allowing them to be drawn off without 
admission of the atmosphere, and with the additions hereinafter described 
or shown in the diagrams—forming an apparatus for storing and supply- 
| ing liquors, gases, or other fluids or semi-fluids, for flushing water-closets 
4 tae or regulating or registering the supply of water or other 
| flui 

It is proposed to construct an apparatus, either with a flexible water- 
| proof bag of the size and shape, or nearly so, of the rigid or semi-rigid 
| containing-vessel, secured to it at the top with a water-tight joint, and 
| having a rigid cover or semi-rigid cover, pierced with holes for the ad- 
| mission of air, to fit the top of that portion of the containing-vessel to 
| which the flexible waterproof bag is secured, to protect it from injury or 
| pressure ; or with a flexible waterproof sheet or disc, secured with a 
| waterproof joint to one half or portion of a rigid or semi-rigid containing- 
|| vessel, formed with a flange, to which the other rigid or semi-rigid half 
||or portion (pierced with holes for air) may be bolted or secured, thus 
| allowing the waterproof flexible sheet or disc free play to rise and fall be- 
|tween either portion of the containing-vessel—the former mode being 
| most adapted to allow of liquors being drawn off without injury from air; 
|and the latter mode, for flushing with or regulating the supply of water 
| for household and public services, when used in conjunction with a two- 
_way cock or tap, so contrived that the inlet-pipe shall be covered before 
| the outlet-pipe is opened. 
| The patentee does not bind himself to any particular form of tap, but in 
| combination with the containing-vessel of the apparatus; but he claims 
| the form of cock shown on the diagrams, and hereinafter described. 
| When a two-way cock is required, the apertures are placed for an inlet 
‘and outlet in the outer flange disc, and so placed relatively to each other 
| that a shutting-leaf moving in a parallel plane covers one opening before 
| it leaves the other. The shutting-leaf moves on a pivot passing through 
| the outer flange disc, and is secured by a pin on the outside of the disc. 
| To the end of this pivot the handle is then to be fixed, and weighted at 
'the end to make the cock self-closing. By omitting the inlet-pipe, and 
| putting a shorter shutting-leaf and case, a single-way cock may be formed. 

By so arranging the handle, that, when moved, it shall act on a rack 
moving only one way, and connected with an index, a means will be pro- 
vided for registering each occasion of the containing-vessels being used or 
emptied; but the inventor does not claim any particular form of meter, 
only the use of one in connection with other portions of the apparatus. 

he patentee does not confine himself to the precise details herein set 

forth, nor does he claim the parts separately ; but he claims the combina- 
tion of parts hereinbefore described, by which fluids or semi-fluids can be 
withdrawn from a containing-vessel without any necessity for the admis- 
sion of air, and a flushing or supplying apparatus formed without an air- 
pipe or valve, thereby forming an improved apparatus according to the 
terms in the title, and their meaning expressed or implied. 


2167.—Joun Exuiort, of Southampton, in the co. of Hants, architect 
and civil engineer, for “An improvement in taps and cocks.’ Pro- 

visional protection only obtained. Dated Sept. 16, 1856. 

This improvement in taps and cocks consists in fitting in the fluid-way 
an india-rubber or other flexible case or pouch, having a flexible rim or 
rims at top resting on the outer surface of the tap, and having on them a 
bridge which supports and forms the axis for a lever or handle, carrying 
a leaf or stiffening piece, which enters into and fills the pouch or case. 

When the pouch is in place, it entirely closes the fluid-way, which, in 
front of the pouch is formed with a lip or provided with a collar, which 
serves as a seat for the pouch to rest or abut against. To open the tap, 
the handle is moved so as to bring the case up against the top or side of 
the tap (where a recess may be formed to receive it), and so leave a clear 
passage for the fluid. 

To apply this contrivance to a two-way cock, the tap must be so 
arranged that one of its orifices may beat the part which receives the case 
when moved to open the other orifice. 

When this invention is applied to taps for fluid under pressure the 
handle should shut against a spring, or be formed with a spur or stop, 
entering a stuffing-box or recess, to check or break the jar in closing the 

p- 

Caoutchouc, or other like suitable material, is used between the leaf 
and the axis on which it moves. 


2181.—Fremricu Herrich Rupotr Scuerier, of Vienna, Austria? 
Chemist, for *“An improvement in the manufacture of illuminating gas,’ 

| Provisional protection only obtained. Dated Sept. 17, 1856. 

|| This invention relates to a mode of obtaining a greater yield of illumina- 

| ting gas from a given quantity of coal than is obtained by the ordinary 

| 

| 














mode of distilling coals. To this end the distillatory process is carried on 
|as heretofore for a given period, according to the quality of coal employed ; 
| and when the gas given off begins to fail in its illuminating power, a suitable 
| quantity of the tar which was given off at the earlier part of the process, or 
| during a former operation, isconducted intothe retorts. Or, instead of intro- 

| ducing the tar in a fluid state into the retorts, it is collected into a boiler or 

still, and subjected to heat, for the purpose of vapourising the volatile parts, 

and these are then conducted to the retorts, the heat in which will quickly 

| convert them into a rich gas. By this means the poor gas distilled from 
the partially exhausted coal will be enriched, and that at the expense of 
the hitherto valueless product of gas tar. 


it 
1 

| 
1} 





PROVISIONAL PROTECTION 
HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. 


528.—Joun Kinxuam, of Tonbridge Place, New Road, London, civil 
engineer, for “‘ Jmprovements in the construction of furnaces, ovens, or 
kilns, for drying, baking, or burning pottery or earthenware, bricks, tiles, 














or other similar articles ; and in the means of collecting and condensing, or 
carrying off the smoke, gases, or vapours evolved from such or other fur- 
naces or fireplaces, or that escape or arise the retorts and other parts | 
of the apparatus used in the manufacture of gas.” Feb. 23, 1857. | 

576.—Wit11aM Wiixinson, of Nottingham, engineer, for “ Improvements 
in lighting and in lamps.” Feb. 27, 1857. 

588.—CHartes WEIGHTMAN Harrison, of Woolwich, in the co. of Kent, 
civil engineer, for “Improvements in obtaining light by electricity.” 
Feb. 28, 1857. | 

649.—Grorce Bower, of St. Neots, Hants, gas engineer, for “ Jmprove- 
ments in apparatus for manufacturing gas.’ March 5, 1857. 

666.—Grorce Hawxstey, of Bromley, Middlesex, for “‘_4n improvement 
in constructing apparatus for heating and cooling air, steam, and other || 
Jiuids.”’ March 7, 1857. : 

683.—Henry Ricnarp Smirn, engineer and machinist, of Welling- 
borough, Northamptonshire, for “‘ Certain improvements in manufactur- 
ing and purifying gas made from coal, or other bituminous substances for 
illumination.” March 9, 1857. 

691.—Anprew Knox, of Mile End, London, and Tuomas Ronson, of | | 
Aldersgate Street, London, engineers, for “ An improved gas regulator.” 
March 9, 1857. 

713.—JouHN Avery, of 32, Essex Street, Strand, London, patent agent, 
for “An improved method of purifying schistous or bituminous oils,” | | 
March 12, 1857. | | 








NOTICES HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PROCEED | 
WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. | 


474—Rosert Best, of Birmingham, Warwickshire, manufacturer, for | | 
“ An improvement or improvements in illumination.” Feb, 18, 1857. | | 

553—Lovuis Emire Ossian Decranp, gentleman, of Paris, for “* Certain | 
improved lenticular glasses for lighting and reflecting or refracting.” Feb. | 
25, 1857. 

571—Watrer Macrarzanz, of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., en- || 
gineer, for ‘ Improvements in moulding or manufacturing cast-iron pipes.” 
Feb. 26, 1857. 

588.—Cuartes WricuTmaNn Harrison, of Woolwich, Kent, civil engi- 
neer, for “* Improvements in obtaining light by electricity.” Feb. 28, 1857. 

649.—GzorcEe Bower, St. Neots, Hants, gas engineer, for ‘* Jmprove- 
ments in apparatus for manufacturing gas.”” March 5, 1857. 


— ——— 





HOME CIRCUIT, KINGSTON. 
SaturpAy, Marcn 28. 
THE QUEEN v. HAWKINS AND OTHERS. 


This was an indictment preferred by the corporation of the City of Lon-| | 
don against the defendant, Mr. Hawkins, who is the chairman, and other | | 
responsible officers, of the London Gas Company, for a nuisance. 

Mr. E. James, Q.C., Mr. Bopkry, Mr. Lusu, and Mr. Suarre, appeared 
on behalf of the corporation to conduct the prosecution; Mr. Serjeant Ba.- 
LANTINE and Mr. Busupy appeared for the defendants. 

Mr. E. JAMEs, in opening the case, said that the corporation of the city of | 
London had felt it their duty, as conservators of the river Thames, to insti- | 
tute the present proceedings against the defendants, in order to put a stop 
to a nuisance of the most serious character, and one that was calculated | | 
most materially to affect the livesand health of the public The defendants | | 
represented the London Gas-Works, and they had a large establishment at | | 
Vauxhall; and, what was complained of them was, that they caused the | | 
refuse matter from the gas to be thrown into the river opposite their works. | | 
Ile need hardly inform the jury that the gas refuse was ot the most disgust- | | 
ing description. It was known by persons connected with the trade by the 
cognomen of “blue billy,” and it appeared that it evolved a gas known 
among scientific persons as “sulphuretted hydrogen,” which, he believed, 
was the most deleterious to hnman life, and of the most offensive character. 
The defendants appeared to be perfectly well aware that they had noright to 
dispose of the refuse from the works in this manner, as they adopted a very 
ingenious proceeding with a view to prevent it from being known that the 
ofiensive matter came from their works; and, instead of casting it into the 
river openly, they contrived by means of a six-inch iron pipe to convey the 
refuse matter into the middle of the river, where it was cast out by means 
of a steam engine and mixed with the water. The city authorities, how- 
ever, were not to be so easily deceived, and, suspecting that there was some- | 
thing wrong about the use of this pipe, they sent a barge with hose and 
attached the hose to the pipe; the barge was moored near the spot, and the 
persons employed for the purpose quietly awaited the result. They had 
not remained long, however, before the operation commenced, and the 
refuse, of course, instead of going into the river, came into the barge; and 
it was then directly seen what had been going on, and the present prosecu- 
tion was the result; the object of the corporation being, of course, only to | 
abate what they considered to be a very dangerous nuisance. 

Mr. Serjeant BALLANTINE, when Mr. James had concluded, addressed the 
court, and said that there was no desire on the part of the company whom 
he had the honour to represent to oppose the present proceeding, which he | | 
admitted was avery proper one, with a view to prevent the pollution of the 
river; and the company were ready to do all in their power to effect the 
object. He begged at the same time to state that, although the defendant, | 
Mr. Hawkins, was no doubt legally responsible in his position as chairman | 
of the company, yet that he was known as a gentleman of high respect-| | 
ability and a member of their profession, and he knew nothing whatever of 
the proceeding complained of, and the moment it was brought to his know- | | 
ledge he ordered it to be discontinued. The company were now making ar- | | 
rangements to remove all their refuse matter to a distance, and had in- 
curred great expense with that object, and were ready to do everything that | | 
was necessary to effect it. A plea of “ guilty” might, therefore, be taken || 
as to some of the defendants, and they would enter into any recognizances | | 


that might be required as a security that the nuisance complained of should | } 


Legal intelligence. 
| 








be discontinued, 
Mr. James consented to this course on the part of the corporation, and a 
plea of “ guilty” was accordingly taken against the chairman and the engi- 
neer of the company, and recognisances were entered into by them for the 
carrying out the object of the prosecution. 
This case concluded the business of the assizes. 
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Miscellaneous News. 


FIRST GENERAL MEETING OF THE AMALGAMATED PARIS 
GAS COMPANIES. 

The first general meeting of the ‘ Compagnie Parisienne d’éclairage et de 
chauffage par le Gaz,” formed by the fusion of the six original gas companies 
| into one body, was held in Paris on the 7th inst., under the presidency of the 
| Prince of Chimay. The object of this meeting was principally to declare a 
| dividend for the year 1856, at the rate of 8 per cent. per annum, and to au- 
| thorise a loan of 11,000,000 frs. (£440,000), required for extending and com- 
| pleting the new works, which, by the conditions of the recent contract with 
| the municipal authorities, were to be constructed out of Paris. The following 

| is the report :— 
| REPORT PRESENTED BY THE Direcrors TO THR EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

OF THE 7TH OF Marcu, 1857. 

|| Gentlemen,—The 34th article of the statutes fixes the month of June for your 
|| ordinary general meeting. We have not thought it expedient to wait for that period 
‘to call you together. A year has passed since the commencement of the labours of 
| our company, and we have hastened to inform you of its condition, and to submit 
for your approbation the accounts of this its first operations. At the same time, 
! we have a financial measure to propose, which is only the y q o 
| the enlargement of our enterprise, It is in order to discharge this double duty that 


! . . . 
| we have assembled you in an extraordinary general meeting. 











| Before entering into the particular questions on which you will have to deliberate, | 


| it seems to us advisable to recal to your remembrance some of the circumstances 
|| which preceded the formation of our company, and to define correctly our new 
position. 
| The six companies which, previous to their union, effected in their respective dis- 
| tricts the lighting of Paris, were, as you may remember, in an apparently prosperous 
| condition, Their works were extended year after year, and, being supported by a 
high rate of charges, they realised considerable profits. But this position, however 
brilliant in appearance, was in reality very precarious; although the returns increased 
| day by day, the capital embarked had no guarantee. The period drew near when 
| the concessions would expire; this would have been in the year 1863, and the com- 
panies, then losing their pipeage and only retaining their factories, would have found 
| themselves exposed to an eager and an already organised opposition. 
| ‘The companies relied, with good reason, on the justice of the municipal adminis- 
tration and of the government; they knew that their rights would be respected until 
the expiration of their contract, but at that fatal period they could aspire to no more 
than a dearly-purchased preference in a struggle with rival companies. 

On the other hand, fresh circumstances arose to complicate their position, A 
considerable reduction in the price of gas was called for both by the public and the 
municipal authorities. It was admitted that the processes of manufacture, having 
been progressively brought to perfection, would allow of a reduction in the charges. 

| Offers of gas at a cheaper rate were made from all quarters. The companies, even 
} by confining themselves within the terms of their contract, would have had great 
| difficulty in maintaining their existing rates; they would have been exposed to dis- 
putes which might have involved them in serious embarrassments, and endangered 
their claims to the consideration of the authorities. 

It was under these circumstances that they conceived the notion of uniting their 
common interests; and, strengthened by this union, they petitioned the city of Paris 
for an extension of their ion, as a measure or public utility, on condition of a 
gradual reduction of the existing rates. 

It would be unnecessary here to recount the various phases of the prolonged nego- 
tiations which preceded the actual agreement. The propositions of the companies, 
after repeated changes, were very extensively modified. The authorities insisted, 
finally, that the public should be, at once and without delay, admitted to the benefit 
of the reduced rates ; they reduced at the same time, by nearly one-half, the prices 
paid by the city, and stipulated various important arrangements for its benefit. The 
companies did not subscribe to these conditions without being convinced of their 





secure position into a firm and well-guarded one. hey saw their revenues dimi- 
nished, but gained fifty years’ existence; and they did not hesitate. 

You know the principal conditions contained in that engagement — 

A reduction of 25 per cent. in the price of gas to private consumers. 

A reduction of 50 per cent. in favour of the city and military establishments. 

The suppression of the works within the city of Paris, and the consequent erection 
of new works, without the city, to replace them. 

The alteration of the pipeage. 

The settlement of an annual rent of 200,000 francs for the right of laying pipes in the 
ground, and a similar sum for the liquidation of the arrears since 1845. 

A royalty to the city of 2 centimes per métre cube of gas delivered for consumption 
in Paris. 

A reservation in favour of the city of one-half of the profits beyond 10 per cent. on 
the capital, after the first sixteen years of the concession. 

Finally, the gratuitous surrender of the pipes at the expiration of the concession. 

These conditions, we repeat, are rigorous. On the one hand, they enforce a great 
reduction in the prices of gas, which is to have immediate effect instead of being 
gradual; and, on the other, they give rise to an increased expenditure, producing 
the necessity of an augmentation of our capital. 

Nevertheless, we are convinced, after mature deliberation, that corresponding 
advantages will be obtained to counterbalance this expenditure, and that our under- 
taking, which has prospered from the co:nmencement, will hereafter assume such 
proportions as will ensure remunerative results. 

We have, in the first place, acquired perfect security. 
to the lapse of a fatal period which threatens the destruction of our trade. 
capital is well secured; an extended future is ensured tothe work we have now com- 
menced ; and we can devote our attention to the various operations which it requires, 
with no other aim than the augmentation of our profits. 

The old companies, in their former state of isolation from each other, could not 
have supported the same burthens without falling; but, by the concentration of their 
energies, they have invested the new company with strength sufficient for the ex- 
tended development of the enterprise established by its capital, and enabled it to 
proceed without delay to the execution of the necessary improvements. 

We shall be supported in our labours by the government itself; the company may 
henceforward rely with confidence on its kind protection. Entrusted with a branch 
of the public service, and discharging the functions connected therewith, it is entitled 
to look for the requisite support in the accomplishment of those duties; and, as it is 
resolved to discharge all its obligations honestly and regularly, it feels sure that this 
support will not be withheld. 

The government is, moreover, associated with us in our undertaking ; and the share 
it claims in our profits is a guarantee of the interest it takes in our prosperity. 

Being thus situated, gentlemen, and removed henceforward from all fear of disturb- 
| ance, our efforts should be especially directed to the following objects :— 

1. The augmentation, the perfection, and the economy of our modes of manufacture. 

2. The promotion of the consumption. 

We have entered with resolution on this course of proceeding. 

Our first care was to regulate our organisation; unity of direction is its chief fea- 
ture. 

In conformity with Article 23 of the statutes, we have completed the number of 
directors, by investing with those functions M. ¥, Margueritte, fils, and M. Eug. 
Pereire. 

A committee of six members has been invested with the powers of the board of 
directors, in order to carry its decisions into execution, in conformity with the 25th 
and 27th articles of the statutes 

Our outdoor staff has been organised with a view to maintain an extended inter- 
course with the public, and to facilitate its communication with the company. 
Vor this purpose our municipal district has been divided into six sections, 
and our suburban district into three. Subscriptions are received and inquiries 
made at the offices of the sections, each of which is furnished with the requisite 
staff for the service and superintendence of the lighting, both public and pri- 
The supervision exercised by them at all hours ot the day and night, ex- 
It constitutes, in fact, a sort 





vate. 
tends to all objects which would concern the company. 
of permanent inquiry, open at the same time in all parts of the district. 





Villette, Passy, Neuilly, Courbevoie, Auteuil, Ivry, and Chantilly, which bind them 


hardship; but, by accepting them, they secured their capital, and changed an in- | 


We are no longer exposed 
i 
Our | 





to our company for a period equal to that of our own engagement with the city of 
— These engagements are now awaiting the approbation of the Prefect of the 
eine. 

There is one other measure we have taken, the importance of which you will readily 
appreciate. One condition of our manufacture is the introduction into its various 
processes of all the improvements that science can devise. Our machinery and works 
should be the object of continual study, with a view to the adoption of every useful | 
improvement. With this object in view, we have solicited the agsistance of one of 
the most distinguished men of the present time; M. Regnault, Member of the 
Académie des Sciences, has kindly undertaken the office of our scientific adviser. Aided 
by his great experience, we shall advance with greater firmness on the road toimprove- 
ment. 

In order to render this assistance more efficacious, and to meet, before hand, the 
requirements of the Government, foreshadowed in the 11th article of our contract, 
which was designed to insure the application by our society of the progress of science, 
even then anticipated, we have desided upon the establishment of an experimental 
factory on a piece of land attached to the works at La Villette, for the studies and ex- | 
periments upon subjects connected with improvements in the manufacture of gas. | 

Having thus explained the first acts of our direction, we proceed to relate our) 
operations, 

One of the important clauses of our contract, as we have just reminded you, con- 
sists in the obligation to replace our factories in the interior of Paris by others out- 
side the town. 

We had great interest in the prompt execution of this measure; firstly, in order to 
provide for the continually increasing demand for gas; then, in order to facilitate the 
changes in the pipeage; and lastly, in order to realise, as soon as possible, the capi- 
tal represented by the factories to be suppressed. We therefore decided upon, 

The construction of a factory at La Villette. 

The increase of the factory at Passy; 

The partial modification of the pipeage; 

The works necessary for maintaining the efficiency of the other factories ; 

And lastly, the acquisition of different plots of ground near our factories, out of 
Paris, in order to provide for their extension. 

The factory of La Villette is placed in an exceptional position, equally accessible 
by the railways and the canals. It is traversed by the Chemin de Ceinture (Junction 
Railway), it touches the Eastern Railway, anda branch from the northern line will 
bring the coals at once into the retort-house ; and on account of this position con- 
siderable economy in the charge for carriage will be effected. The plans of this 
factory have been designed so as to enable us to avail ourselves of all the improve- 
ments introduced into the manufactute of gas. It is intended principally to replace 


| D 3 
| the three factories of the Avenue Trudaine, of the Faubourg Poissoniére, of la Rue 


de la Tour. 

Seated upon the banks of the Seine, the factory of Passy is easily accessible 
for coals brought by the navigation; and its position will allow an advantageous 
distribution of gas in the interior of Paris, by carrying the pipes along the quays. 

‘Upon the system of pipeage we have adopted, a main of 3 feet 4 inches diameter 
will start from this factory in the direction of the Pont d’Austerlitz; another main 
of the same dimensions will start from the factory of La Villette, and descend into 
Paris, so as to join the former, after passing along the Boulevard de Sebastopol. 

Our object in executing these works is to place ourselves in a position to meet a 
consumption of gas which seems to us to be likely to attain, in course of a few years, 
the amount of 2,625,000,000 cubic feet—that is to say, double the quantity which 
could have been supplied by the old companies at the time of their union. 

We found’our calculations on the results already obtained, which have confirmed 
and even exceeded our expectations. 

The iderations of y, which are constantly augmenting the demand for 
gas, are permanent ; they increase with the population, the spread of commerce, the 
public wealth, and the number and magnificence of our buildings. Experience has 
shown that when any object of universal utility is placed within the reach of all by 
a reduction in price, the use of it soon becomes extended in a wide degree. The ap- 
plication of this principle to the products of our trade places them in the category 
of objects of paramount importance; and, by the generalisation of their employment, 
the public finds itself in possession of a new element of life at asmall cost. The 





| august forethought whose influence presided over the stipulations of our contract, 


has not failed to witness the realisation of our anticipations. 

In fact, the consumption of gas in 1856 exceeded that of the preceding year by 
nearly 16 per cent. In this same year the number of our subscribers was increased 
1010, and that of the gas-burners supplied from our works, 30,991; and, by com- 
paring the consumption for the months of January and February in this year with 
that for the corresponding months last year, we obtain an increase of 25 per cent. in 
favour of 1857, 

You are aware, gentlemen, that the contract of the 25th of July conferred on our 
company the privilege of supplying gas for heating purposes. 

Our task, with respect to this hitherto unusual application of gas, was first of all 
to make it known. The best inventions are but slow in their propagation. We 


| opened an exhibition where all might come and examine this novelty in domestic 


economy, Which places within reach of everybody a valuable combustible, saving both 
the time and the money of the consumer, and alike simple and convenient in opera- 
tion. Many branches of trade have already taken advantage of it; scientific esta- 
blishments have adopted it; and private families have begun to apply it to the cook- 
ing of provisions. These primary results remove all doubt that the employment of 
gas for heating purposes will, in the end, become habitual to the public. 
We a now arrived at the statement of the accounts for the year which has just 
passed. 
Establishment or Capital Account. 

The new lands acquired at La Villette, La Chapelle, Passy, Vau- 
griard, and Ivry, cover altogethera surface of 81,859 metres, and 
capa a a oe a ee ee ae ee ee ae ee ee ee 

2. The works executed in the various factories, the plant, and the 

expenses of the organisation of the company, figure in the 
balance-sheet of the first establishment at thesumof . . . 2,960,819 14 

The works undertaken at the factory of La Villette consist of 
four gasometers, each containing 350,000 cubic feet of gas, with 
the corresponding buildings, shops, and machinery; 

And those at the Passy works of two gasometers, of similar capa- 
city to those of La Villette, with retort-houses and purifiers. 

The justly chargeable proportion of these expenses amounts to . 

. Under the public streets have been laid 22,240 yards of piping, 

the costof which amountsto . . . . ....... 
Various branches and meters have been rented for the sum of , 


~ 


2,709,135 f. 6c, 


ad 


3,463,650 80 


cs 


995,283 07 

508,242 69 
Thus the expenses to be passed to the account of the first esta- a 

blishment, against the company’s capital, amountto . . . 10,637,130f. 96c 





Working Expenses. 

The working of the establishment in 1856 could derive no benefit from the advan- 
tages to be expected from our new arrangements. On the contrary, it laboured under 
impediments and difficulties to which the later years of the preceding administration 
were not subject. 

In the first place, the price of coal—the principal element in our trade—underwent 
an increase in price of 15 to 20 per cent., which we have borne in part, but which 
fortunately began to diminish with the cessation of the large consumption rendered 
necessary by the circumstances of the war, | 

Then the coke, which occupies so large a place in our products, suffered a consi- | 
derable depreciation. This arose from various causes, and particularly from the | 
diminution in the consumption, which is accounted for by the mild temperature | 
which prevailed throughout the winter. 

Lastly, the working expenses have been still further increased by fresh municipal | | 
charges, which consist in raising the former charge for the right of laying pipes to 
the sum of 200,000 francs, and in the new tax of 2 centimes per metre cube on the} 
gas consumed in Paris, and manufactured outside the walls. || 

After deducting these charges, and allowing for the variatioris in the prices of the | 
raw materials, the working expenses would correspond very closely with those under | 
the former regulations. 4 

While waiting for the effect of those measures by which we hope to create a more 


| regular demand for our coke, we have effected combinations in the other subordinate 


We have concluded engagements with several communes in the suburbs, viz., La | 


Thus, in the article of gas-tar, which was sold by the old companies at from 4 to 


products of our manufacture, which considerably increase their value. | 
4j francs per 100 kilogs., we have succeeded, without binding ourselves for a longer | 
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term than four years, in obtaining for the bulk of our produce, which had not been 
previously engaged for a long term, an average price of 63 francs. ¥ 

The purification involved expenses in materials and labour, which were only 
lessened by the small receipts arising from the sale of the ammoniacal liquor at a 
low price. In one of the old establishments, this liquor was converted into sulphate 
of ammonia; and this operation was attended with real advantages. By an agree- 
ment to which the facturing ists, purchasers of the water, and licensed 
dealers in purifying materials have subscribed, we have secured this trade to our- 
selves, the principal element in which we already possessed; and which, when 
worked under more favourable circumstances, will considerably augment our profits, 
whilst it removes a source of expense. 





The quantity of coal employed amounted to 2,320,432 hectolitres, 

RE eee a ee ee ee ee ee 
There were employed for other purposes 6855 hectolitres, repre- 

Ds <« 494) - iss ¢ S16 & 5. «6 © 
The maintenance of the establishments, the furnaces, retorts, pipes, 

and other portions of the apparatuscost. . . ..... 
Snperintendence and labour. . . . ..... =. 
The municipal charges, town-dues on the coal and on 
| charge for right oflayingpipes . . ..... 
|Generalexpenses . 2 . 2 1 + © + ee ee ee 


5,788,715 f. 97 ¢. 
20,565 0 


435,126 
1,737,716 


80 
45 





the gas; 
0 1,040,106 16 
338,675 49 
| Totalexpenditure ... . 9,360,905 f. 87 c. 
Returns from coke of all kinds, deducting that 
consumed in the furnaces, amount to 
Returns from gas-tar and ammoniacal liquor 
|The sale of 1,543,373,055 feet cube of gas con- 
| sumed, produced the sumof . . . . . . 10,309,500 93 
| The gas in store on the 3lst of December, 1856, 


2,163,528 f. 75. 
330,809 50 


| represented thesumof. . . .... . 4,699 10 
| The payment for the service and maintenance of the 

public lamps, and subscribers’ branch-pipes . 464,459 80 

The rent of branches and meters. . . . . . 317,136 65 

Prolite ap Vareema Wnt, . «+ © 3 2 © 2 34,577 04 

Profits on chemical products . . . . . « . 12,050 28 

Interest of capital 395,411 63 


Total amount of proceeds eS ——— 14,030,173 68 





. 4,669,267 81 





The surplus proceeds above the expenditure are, therefore . . 
which, by the terms of the statutes, constitute the net profit. 

From these profits should be deducted 5 per cent for the reserve- 
Re ¢ 6 a he se ok es + es eM 
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Notwithstanding the silence of the statutes on the subject of a half- 
yearly distribution of the dividend, we have not thought it ex- 
pedient to depart from the custom observed by large companies, 
and to which gas shareholders have been for a long time accus- 
tomed, We have, therefore, taken it upon ourselves, as soon as 
the returns of the first six months could be correctly estimated, 
to proceed to the division of 20 f. per share on account of the 
dividend. This payment in advance was opened on the Ist of 
September. 

We now propose to fix the dividend for 1856, at 40 f. per share, say 

On this dividend there have been already paid 20f., say, 2,200,000 ; 
the payment of the remainder of the dividend, viz., 20f. per 
share—say, 2,200,000—will be made after the 5th of April next. 


223,463 39 


4,400,000 


Balance to be carried to account of 1857. 35,804 f. 42. 

Such, gentlemen, have been the results of our operations during the year 1856. 
These results must improve in future years, by reason of the economies in the 
geueral expenses, Which may arise from the concentration at La Villette of the 


extension to be given to the improvements already tried; but, above all, by the in- 

creased consumption. It is important, however, to proceed at once with the whole 

of the works, which will increase our means of action, These works comprise— 

. The completion of the factory of La Villette, by the addition of four new 
gasholders. 

. The completion of the factory of Passy. 

. The construction of a gasholder at Vaugirard. 

The construction of a gasholder at the factory of Ivry. 


= 


factories of La Villette, Des Terns, and Vaugirard. 
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conditions with reference to the new requirements for lighting and warming. 
These works will require a great outlay, but the company will certainly find a 
compensation in the advantages they will procure. It would be in vain to attempt 


sider their urgence as creating a happy necessity for our outlay. 

The lands possessed by the company in luris are ot very great value. They would 
not be disposable, however, until after the completion of the factories out of Paris. 
To retain the factories in Paris would, therefore, deprive us of the capital which they 
represent, and burthen the company with the interests of this capital, as well as 
with the cost of an inconvenient manufacture. One important consideration over- 


not with reference to the factories destined to be removed, but to those intended to 
remain. Moreover, the factories in the interior of the town could only have been re- 
paired and maintained after the municipal authorities had expressed their intention 
of suppressing them. ‘To maintain them in an efficient state, it would have been 
necessary to have undertaken expensive works for their improvement. What would 
have been the use of such an outlay on the eve of the final destruction of these 
establishments? 





‘| Everything, therefore, conspires to hasten the suppression of the factories in Paris, 


| and to disengage the land upon which they stand. 
| Itremains for us now to inform you of the means of mecting the necessities we 
| have thus mentioned :— 
| The estimate of the whole of the works, for building and pipe-laying, 

above enumerated, for the years 1856 and 1857, amountsto. . 10,800,000 f.00c. 
| The money already paid for the buildings at La Villette and Passy, 





| and for relaying the pipes,isabout . . . . . . . . . 5,500,000 00 
| Balance to be spentin 1857. . . . . . . 5,500,000 00 


'On the other hand, the amount of our capital ac- 
count, represented by the subscriptions and the 
first outlays, up to 1856, being . 2...) . 60,512,130F. 96. 

And the original capital . 2 8 © ee e) 62 89,000,000 00 

The excess of expenditure is . —_— -——— 


| 
| 
5,512,130 96 
| A ee ee ae . 11,012, 
; So that, in order at once to cover this excess, and the estimate of the additional 
| Works, the sum of the new capital required is, in round numbers, 11,000,000 trancs. 
| We cannot entertain the idea of issuing new shares. 
| On the other hand, the real property of the company is not susceptible of imme- 
diate conversion without a depreciation of its value. Moreover, it would not suffice 
to cover the whole of the expenditure, and as in a certain number of years the in- 
crease in the consumption will probably render the works executed now too small 
for the future, we should then be compelled to provide for these new expenses, 
Which would prove a new source of revenue; and then the proceeds of the sale of 
these lands (whose sale might be effected under favourable circumstances) might be 
advantageously devoted to meet them. 
| We therefore propose to you to raise this sum of 11,000,000f. by a loan, in bonds 
| payable to bearer, : 
| tappears to us preferable to reserve the subscription to the shareholders, and 
under such circumstances we offer, without regret, more advantageous terms to the 
lender. After an examination of the varions modes in which the loan might be 
raised, we have decided upon the following combination :— 
There shall be issued 25,300 bonds, of S500f. each, payable to bearer, producing an 
-, payable hall-yearly, on the lst. of January and the ist. of July. 














rides this question, viz., that of the pipeage, the relaying of which must be designed, | 
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| conditions, whilst it will equally continue to improve, 
operations fiow carried on in the three factories iu the interior of the town; by the | 
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The bonds shall be paid off in 15 years, by means of a sinking fund, to commence 
in 1861. 

They shall be issued at the price of 435f. each. 

Payment shall be made at three periods— 

135f. on the Ist of April next. 
150f. on the Ist of July next. 
150f. on the Ist of October next. 

The interest on the bonds will run from the Ist. of July. 

Shareholders in the company will be entitled to subscribe for these bonds, and be 
entitled to the preference in the proportion of one bond for every five shares held. 

Beyond this delay, and after this preference has been exhausted, the surplus of 
the bonds shall be divided amongst the subscribers, shareholders, or non-share- 
holders, in the pro rata of their subscriptions. : 

We have now to call your attention to a provision in the statutes with respect to 
sinking the shares. The second paragraph of the article 42 is thus worded :— 

** From the profits every year shall be set aside— 

“1. A reserve, which shall not be less than 4 per cent of those profits, to form a 
reserve fund. : 

“2. From the lst of January, 1864, a reserve sufficient to form a sinking fund by 
means of which the total number of the shares shall be reimbursed before the expira- 
tion of the concession, at the rate which shall be fixed by the first general assembly, 
and which under no circumstances shall exceed 500f.” 

We now propose to you to fix it at 500f, 

We feel bound on this occasion to remind you that, according to the terms of the 
statutes, article 45, the shares so reimbursed shall be replaced to the holders by special 
shares, entitling them to participate equally in the dividends and the assets, after all 
the shares shall have been reimbursed ; and the bearers of these special shares pre- 
serve, moreover, the same rights as the holders of the shares not reimbursed, with 
the exception of the first dividend of 5 per cent. devoted to the sinking fund. 

You will have to fix the value of the attendance marks to be given to the directors, 
and the salaries of the executive committee. 

We have thought proper temporarily, and subject to your approval, to fix this 
value at a maximum sum of 150,000f., including the attendance marks, aud the re- 
muneration of the committee of execution and of the direction. 

In fine, the assembly will have to decide upon the following propositions :— 

1st Resolution.—The accounts and inventories of the year 1856, submitted to the 
assembly, are approved. 

2nd Resolution.—The dividend for the year 1856 is fixed at 40f. per share, of which 
20t. were paid in September last. 

3rd Resolution.—The administrative council is authorised to divide on the 6th 
of October of every year a sum on account of the dividend, to be fixed at its dis- 
cretion. The balance of the dividend shall be paid on the 6th of April following, 
after the accounts shall have been approved by the general assembly. 

4th Resolution.—The loan of 11,000,000f., proposed by the administrative council, 
in bonds payable to bearer, under the conditions named in the report, is approved. 





5th Resolution.—The price at which the shares of the company are to be redeemed, 
according to article 42 of the statutes, is fixed at 500f. per share. 
6th Resolution—The value of the attendance marks to be paid to the adminis- | 
trators for the services of the committee of execution and of the direction, is fixed 
at the maximum sum of 150,000f, per annum. 
This closes our statement. | 
You now know the whole of our position. It may be stated in a few words. If 
the profits of our trade under the old system have been reduced, the capital has been 
lidated. Our Pp is endowed for half a century with the privilege of 
furnishing gas for lighting or warming Paris. Entire satisfaction has been given to 
the enlightened solicitude which desired that gas should be supplied to the public 
at a low rate, and this diminution of price becomes an element of success. We have 
secured for the town of Paris advantages it could not have derived from a direct 
manufacture on its own account. The protection of the Government is doubly | 
secured to us by the nature of our services, and the tie which hereafter identities | 
the interests of the town with our own, After overcoming the difficulties of the 
first establishment, which no one could avoid, the working will assume its normal 
Our means of production 
will be doubled: the consumption already attains unexpected proportions, This 
situation entitles us to form sanguine hopes for the future; and with your assistance 
all our efforts shall be devoted to securing it. 
After the reading of the report, several shareholders, who have commenced 
legal proceedings against the g¢rants, or responsible managers of the old com- 











| panies, thought proper to bring their grievances before the shareholders of | 


. The construction of shops for the coaversion of the chemical products in the | 


. The completion of the system of pipeage, so as to place it under the necessary | 


to avoid these expenses; for the demands of constimers increase, and we must con- 


| profitably than at any former period, and that in future you will be called 


the new company, a subject, however, in which the latter have no concern. | 
The dissatisfied party demanded the nomination of a committee of three per- | 
sons to examine the accounts, a proposition readily assented to by the direc- | 
tors, on condition that the persons should be chosen from amongst the largest 
shareholders. The discussion was continued between some of the share- 
holders in terms so violent, and with such outbreaks of temper, that no vote | 
could be taken, and the meeting was ultimately adjourned till the l4th 
proximo, | 
A melancholy event has since taken place which has increased the regret | 
felt at the course taken by a factious minority. M. Margueritte, the late 
gerant of the company commonly known as the ** English Company,” one of | 
the persons whose honour and integrity were thus wantonly impeached, was | 
struck with apoplexy, and instantaneously expired, on the afternoon of the) 
24th ult., having, on the morning of that day, completed and sent to the press | 
a meémoire, upon which he had been for some days engaged with an intensity 
and vigour bordering upon frenzy, in vindication of himself from the odious | 
charges brought against him, A few days previously, he experienced a slight | 
attack while performing his duties as one of the directors of the company, 
which at the moment caused considerable alarm to his colleagues, but from | 
which he appeared to have partially recovered ; and, in the expectation that | 
a few days repose would completely restore him, he repaired to the country | 
house of a friend, but after remaining there a few hours, and feeling the op- | 
pression at his head and the pain at his heart to be increasing, he determined , 
to return to Paris, and place himself under the care of his physician. On the 
road back, he suddenly rose up in the carriage, and fell down dead, a victim | 
to a wanton and unprincipled conspiracy. The event has cast a gloom over | 
a very large circle, to whom he had endeared himself by his amiable social 
qualities and refined wit, and the vacancy thereby created in the administra- 
tion of the company will be difficult to fill with equal ability aud experience. 


WESTERN GAS COMPANY. 

The Ordinary Half-yearly Meeting of this Company was held on Thursday, 
March 26, at the Company’s Offices, Argyll Street, Regent Street—Mr. 
Epwarbs in the chair. 

The Secretary having read the notice convening the meeting, 

‘The CHAIRMAN rose and said: Gentlemen, I hold in my hand the report | 
which was presented to you the last time we met in this room, in which I 
find there is a paragraph stating that the company has been working more 


together earlier. In fultilment of that promise you are met here to-day; and 
I have only to tell you that the report which will be presented to you is of so 
simple a character, and the business to be transacted to-day being contined 
to the declaration of a dividend, it will not be necessary for me to trouble you 
with any lengthened observations. At the same time I will, in as brief a 
manner as possible, and in as clear and business-like a manner as I am able, 
lay before you a short statement in reference to the position and prospects of 
the company. As regards the past, you are aware that the company was 
formed in 1846; and it was only in the summer of 1852 that a bright gleam 
of sunshine came in the shape of a dividend of 2 per cent. In the following 
year, 1595, that dividend increased to 2} per cent. ; aud iu 1854, L think you} 
will find the dividend was 5 per cent. Lu 1890, the dividend was 4 per cent, | 
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In the year 1855 and 1856, you are all aware that an accident happened to 
our gasholder—an accident not only beyond the control of your directors, 
but beyond the control of the officers of the company; and I only refer to 
it to state, that I believe the course which you pers | of writing the whole 
amount off to revenue was a wise and prudent step, and one which gave thi 
company a character for stability which it will not readily forfeit. Now, 
then, I come to the half year ending at Christmas last, which is a matter of 
much more interest to you than that to which I have previously referred. I 
find, on the 3lst of December, your share-capital amounted to £177,460, and 
the sum available for dividend to £4,990. 13s. 4d. say some of the 
ready reckoners amongst you have already anticipated my statement, that 
||this will give you a dividend of 5 per cent., and leave a balance of 
|| £664. 3s, 4d. I may state that, whilst that is to a certain extent satisfac- 
tory, it would have been much more so had it not been for the increased cost 
of coals during that period, and the decreased value of tar and other produc’ 
| making a difference of more than 1 per cent. I do not know whether it wi 
be necessary for me to explain, at the present moment, the particular items 
| of the account. I think I better defer doing so till you have them before 
| you, and then I can reply to any observations that may be made. I know 








| that a 5 per cent. dividend in these times is not a very Sanyeing one; and in 
|| regard to the future, after the experience the directors have had, and the 
many disappointments they have met with, I think you will agree with me 
| that it is prudent to abstain from making any promises or pledges further 
| than this: that the company’s maxim will be to supply gas of the very best 
|| quality at the very lowest price, consistently with the interests of the com- 
|| pany. I will conclude by calling on the secretary to read the report and the 
| accounts, : 
|, The Secretary then read the report of the directors, which expressed the 
| pleasure of the directors in calling the shareholders together at an earlier 
eriod than usual, and in declaring a dividend to the 3lst of December last. 
|| ‘fhe gas-meter rental for the half year amounted to £22,360, being an in- 
| erease of £3987 over the corresponding — of last year. Although, on 
|| the other hand, the trade products had been affected by a decline in the 
| market, they amounted to £7272, 10s. 3d.; after deductions for interest 
; on loans, bad debts, &c., the amount distributable in dividends was 
£4990. 13s. 4d.; out of which the directors recommended a dividend of 5s, 
per share on the class A shares, and 2s. per share on class B shares, being at 
| the rate of 5 per cent. per annum, leaving a balance to be carried forward of 
£4554. 33.4d. The company’s contract for ea the parish of Kensington 
| had been renewed for three years from January last, upon terms mutually 
|| advantageous to all parties; and the plant of the company was in excellent 
| condition. 
The Secretary then read the accounts, which bore out the statements in 
the report. 
The Cnammenas : I beg to move that the directors’ report and the accounts 
now read be received and adopted, and that, on the recommendation of the 
' board of directors, a dividend be declared out of the profits of the half year, of 
| 6s. per share on Class A, and 2s. on Class B, being at the rate of 5 per cent. 
| per annum, the same dividend to be paid to the proprietors now appearing on 
the company’s register. 
The resolution was seconded. 
| Mr.Srrope: Allow me to ask whether the sum of £300, mentioned in the 
|; accounts as taken from the suspense account for the new gasholder, refers to 
| the gasholder that was lost by the accident ? 
| The CiarrMAN: Yes. 
Mr. Strope: I thought we determined to pay the whole expense resulting 
|| from that accident at once. 
|| The Cuarrman: The expense of the gasholder, by the resolution of a 
| ‘special meeting, was to extend over five years. In the accounts now pre- 
|| sented you will find that the balance of revenue account is £7272, subject to 
|| certain deductions, part of which is a portion of the expense of the gasholder. 
|| In reference to the item of £21,742. 9s, 10d. as the gas rental for the haif 
_year, that is an increase of very nearly £4000 over the corresponding half 
|| year, and we are still progressing favourably; and the contract with Ken- 
| sington, as the report states, has been renewed. 
| Mr, Briaas (auditor): I wish to make a remark or two with regard to 
|the reserve-fund derived from the meter-rental; and I think you will 
agree with me that we have now arrived at a time when we ought to 
|| have a larger reserve to meet the depreciation of the works. We have 
/now been in existence some years, and, with the exception of meter- 





a _ 7 — 1] 
me that a fund of this kind ought to be created. (Hear, hear.) I am sure ever | | 
one would agree that it should be so, if we were in a position to do so; oat } 
think we are now in such a position. Ido not think it would damage the 
pias of the company; but, on the contrary, re it on a more stable 
oundation. Weall know we want more capital; and I think the shareholders 
would have more confidence in coming forward to support the board. (Hear, | | 
hear.) There is no doubt we are strong enough in the back to take up new | 
capital ; and if every one does not come forward, then it will be for the board | 
to say what tee they will give to those who do. If we can afford at | 
the present time to pay interest on our loans, and 2 5. declare this dividend, 
we know that if further capital should be employed in the works, that extra 
capital would bring in an extra amount of per centage. Therefore, it would 
produce its own profit, and a profit on that which was previously invested. | 

Mr. Wricut (upon being called on by the chairman) said: It was at the | 
request of the auditors and the directors that I had a meeting with the audi- | 
tors to consider this question, as to whether we were laying by as much | 
money as would wy 4 reinstate the plant at the end of twenty or thirty | 
years, or the period when that plant should be worn out. I am sorry that | 
the observations I made have not been put into some definite form, and that | 
the auditors had not agreed and brought wp some report to the directors, be- | 
cause I do not quite agree with what Mr. Briggs has stated as to the amount | 
which I said was necessary. It is quite as well that youshould know exactly | 
how we stand at = We are now setting aside at the rate of £1300 a | 

ear; and it so ¥ that the amount we receive half-yearly from the | 
ire of meters is £617. 10s., and it has been ,the custom to set that sum | 
aside for the restoration of plant. 

Mr. Brices: To restore the meters originally. 

Mr. Wricut: No doubt the original intention was the repair of meters; 
but inasmuch as the meters have been repaired ever since out of revenue, 
the whole of this money has been put aside for dilapidations. Now the | 

uestion arises, Is that amount sufficient, or should it be larger or less? | 
That is a very fair question, I think, for the auditors to raise ; and, probably, | 
if the meeting gave the directors some opinion on the matter, they would | 
willingly go into the question. My own impression, speaking without the | 
authority of the board, is this :—that a gas company like ours is not to make 
a reserve — to the whole of the money which has been taken from the share- | 
holders. There are certain things which are not perishable, but on the con- | 
trary are increasing in value. For instance, there are preliminary expenses | 
in every company; and in this company, as in most, they have been very | 
heavy, amounting to £30,000 or £40,000, The whole of that is invested, | 
and we have nothing to show for it but good will; and that good will is | 
a growing thing—therefore it is not perishable ; and you do not require to! 
lay aside anything for that. Again, there is the land upon which your | 
works are built. Is that perishable? That improves in its absolute nt - ed 
price every year: that is to say, supposing the company to be at an end to-| 
morrow, the land you have bought would sell in the market for more than 
you paid for it,—therefore, it would be quite preposterous to put by any- 
thing for the depreciation of the land. Probably a meeting like this is not | 
the place to go into minute matters; but I may say, that the perishable 
plant of this company bears very little proportion to the amount of money | 
spent. As the retorts are worn out, we restore them out of revenue, and | 
take good care that we put by sufficient. It then becomes a question how | 
much is left for depreciation of mains and buildings. Now, I think, if the| 
sum of £1300, to which I have alluded, were increased to £2000, that would | 
be ample to meet all contingencies; therefore, the question which the | 
auditor has now raised is a question between £1300 and £2000 per annum. | | 
I think that is a very proper question ; and I shall be prepared to give my | | 
support to such a view. 1 
= Cuarrman: That would be about one per cent. on the paid-up || 
capital. 

Mr, Wricut: That would be so. 
Mr. Srrope: The present does not seem to me the exact moment for 
increasing the amonnt; but so soon as we get on to, say 6 per cent. as profit, | | 
we might then afford to put by the full amount that is necessary to meet the 
dilapidation of our perishable plant. I think the auditor is to be thanked | | 
for calling our attention to the matter. (Hear, hear.) || 
The Cuatrman: I may say that the general views expressed by Mr. 
Strode are exactly those of the directors. We thought this was not exactly || 
the time to ask you to increase the amount; and more particularly as we | 
have a sum of £4000 and odd pounds to the credit. If the proprietors will 














rental, we have no reserve-fund. As you are aware, Mr. Wright gave 
us an estimate of liability for depreciation as to different parts of the 
works, which, if it had been arranged, would come, perhaps, to 2 per 
| cent. on the perishable investment of the company. Mr. Wright suggested 
|| at a meeting the plan of putting by 1} per cent. on the amount invested in 
| perishable plant. I was in hopes that something would have emanated from 
|;the board in regard to this matter; but what I wish to bring before the 
| notice of the meeting is, that I have no doubt we have earned the amount of 
‘dividend at present proposed to be paid, but, as there is a balance left of 
£554, 33. 4d., I wanted to know what their intentions were with regard to 
that balayee—whether it is to be carried forward for the benefit of future 
| dividends, or whether it is proposed to set aside a further sum for a reserve- | 
'fund. If you were to put by 1} per cent. on the amount of perishable plant, | 
‘and that should remain intact for ten years, with interest upon it at the | 
|| current rate, you would then have an ample reserve-fund, which would come | 
‘into operation at the earliest period at which the plant would be falling in, | 
according to Mr. Wright’s calculation. With the exception of retorts, which 
he supposes to be perishable in a shorter time, and which he would have pro- 
| vided for out of the wear and tear of cach year, the earliest period at which 
| the plant would become depreciated would be ten years, and we should then | 
| have a sum amounting, perhaps, to £30,000. Otherwise, if we go on without | 
| creating this depreciation-fund, we shall be actually turning the stock of the 
company into terminable annuities, the time to be fixed by the time the | 
plant would perish. It is for the shareholders to decide whether such a | 
| course shall be adopted. 

The CuarrMan: What plant do you more particularly allude to? The 

retorts themselves are paid out of revenue. 

Mr. Brices: I omit the retorts. I allude to the retort-beds, the steam-cn- 
| gines, the building itself, the gasholder, and the mains. For this half year an 
‘allowance has been made in the account for more than has actually been re- | 

quired. There has been something carried over to meet the expenditure of 
this half year, because our retorts were newly constructed at the commence- 
ment of the year. It would not have been fair to have taken advantage of the 
clean working of those retorts this half year ; and therefore Mr. Wright made 
‘an estimate as to how long those retorts might last. You will judge whether 
| that calculation is too liberal, or not liberal enough. 

The Cuarrman: What report do you allude to by Mr. Wright? I have 
not seen any report. 

Mr. BricGs: I should not have used the word “ report,” but I spoke to 











rectors, I beg to thank you for this renewed expression of your confidence. 


undertaking for fourteen or fifteen years, and you may rely on our best || 
energies and zeal in your service. i 
interests are identical, which is the best guarantee you can have for our | 


leave the matter with us, between this and the next meeting, we will give 
it our serious consideration, and meet the views of the proprietors, as ex- 
pressed to-day, as far as it is judicious to do so. 
The resolution declaring the dividend, as proposed by the directors, passed || 
nem. con. | 
Mr. Wyse: AsI live on the spot, and see a great deal of the work going on | 
at these works, I wish to ask upon whom the expense is to fall of making || 
good the works that cross my land, and which commenced on the 10th of | 
February, and ended about the first week of this month? A two-feet pipe 
was laid down at an enormous expense in 1855; and now it is in a very bad || 
state, although there could not be a better soil for pipes to be laidin. I think || 
it is an expense which ought not to have been incurred. |] 
( a eee: Do you know any one who will pay it except ourselves > | 
ughter. | 
Mr. Ware : I suppose the company gave the contractor a fair price for his | 
work ; and I think what the company are doing now is only adding fuel to 
the fire, because where water can travel gas can travel. (Impatience. ) 
A Proprtetor : Is this not travelling a little out of the record ? || 
The Crtainman: I did not wish to interfere, unless a proprietor had done | | 
so; but I think the question which Mr. — is raising is rather one for the | | 
board than for a public meeting. If Mr. Wyse has any complaint to make, || 
either with regard to his own treatment by the company, or with regard to | | 
the property of the company being sacrificed, and he will make a statement | | 
to the board on the subject, it shall receive their serious consideration. | 
Mr. Wyse: When the board made an appointment to meet me here, they | | 
would not hear what I had to say. I can prove to them that what I state is | | 
correct. | 
The CuarrMan : I did not happen to be at the meeting to which you refer, | | 
but Ican assure you that, being a neighbour as weli asa proprietor, you shall | 
receive every attention. | 
A Prorrieror moved a vote of thanks to the directors for their able | 
management of the affairs of the company, which was seconded, and passed | 
unanimously. 
The CuarrMAn, in acknowledging the vote, said: On the part of the di-| 





| 





We are no strangers to you. We have most of us been connected with the 


e are all largely interested, and our | 


exertions on your behalf. 





Mr. Wright some twelve months ago on the subject, and he quite agreed with 
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THE SOUTH LONDON GAS CONSUMERS. 


The Annual General Meeting of the South London Gas Consumers’ Mutual 
Protection Association, was held at the Lecture Hall, 39, Bridge-House Place, 
a Causeway, on Wednesday, March 25, 1857—Dr. Challice in the 
chair. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that we had been bought and sold at a very high 
price; we must, however, unite, and, as we now numbered 700 in our dis- 
tricts, if we put our shoulders to the wheel, we must effect a cure; we were 
paying an increased price for an inferior light ; if we went to a publican and 
complained of his beer having water mixed with it, should we believe it was 
more genuine by his inviting us to go to the brewery to test it? so it was 
when we complained of having no light, or a very bad light, we were invited 
to the factory to test the illuminating quality of it. The chairman said that 
the water on this side of the Thames was really poisonous, and that those 
who were supplied from one source died in the time of the cholera as four to 
one to those who were supplied from the other source; he thought there 
should be no monopoly given to any company whatever. The gas supplied 
was of so bad a quality that the inhabitants said it was smaalioteoel bens 
dried manure, and it was only by the authorities giving some explanation that 
| were at all satisfied. 

r. WINGHAM read the following report :-— 

The committee of the South London Gas Consumers’ Mutual Protection Associa- 
tion, in presenting their first annua! report to the consumers of the district, have to 
congratulate them on the rapidly ae influence and importance of the associa- 
tion, as evidenced by the large accession of members during the past year, the atten- 
tion which has been drawn to the evils connected with the present gas monopoly, 
and the movements of boards of works, vestries, and other public bodies, to place 
the interests of the ratepayers with the companies on a more satisfactory basis. 

The committee in their former report referred to exertions which had been made 
by deputations of the association at interviews with the directors of the Phenix, 
London, and South Metropolitan Companies, to obtain a reduction of the charge of 
gas to 4s. per 1000 feet; with this request the directors expressed themselves unable 
to comply, stating that such a course was not immediately practicable, in consequence 
of their existing contracts for material being at the previous year’s high prices. ‘This 
objection it appears is now removed ; and that fact, together with the advantages 
arising from the division of the district, has in an i d division of 
profits by each of the companies (the dividends declared being greater than those of 
the year 1852, a period specially referred to by the companies in extenuation of their 
proceedings) induces the committee to hope that at no very distant time, by co- 
operative efforts on the part of the consumers, the required reduction may be ob- 
tained, and one of the evils so generally complained of be removed. 

Actuated by these impressions, and thoroughly convinced that the consumers will 
in unity alone find the strength necessary to check the perpetual encroachments of 
the powerful monopoly arrayed against them, the committee again urge their fellow- 
consumers and ratepayers to redoubled exertions in vindication of their mutual interest 
and independence ; the present galling combination is opposed to all the recognised 

rinciples of free trade, and it needs only co-operation and a just regard to their own 
interests on the part of the general body of consumers to establish a successful 
resistance. Signed on behalf of the committee, 

March 20, 1857. Joun CHALLICE. 

Mr. Barnes moved the following resolution :—* That this meeting, having 
heard the report of the South London Gas Consumers’ Mutual Protection 
Association, are of opinion that the interests of the consumers of the South 
London district have been earnestly promoted by that association during the 
past year, and pledges itself to co-operation in its future efforts in favour of 
the consumers’ interests.” He thought that the gas and water question 
relating to this large and influential borough should be particularly enforced 
upon the attention of their future representatives. 

Mr. Harris seconded the resolotion, observing that he had the honour of 
being the founder of the society, which had now so increased as to be repre- 
| sented by so numerous and respectable a body of tradesmen now assembled 

in this hall. 
|| Mr. Love said it was our bounden duty to resist any monopoly imposed 
| upon us by companies. 

A vote of thanks was moved to the chairman, and the large and influen- 
tial meeting separated. 














MR. J. F. MAGUIRE ON THE CORK GAS QUESTION. 
(From the Cork Examiner.) 

So far from endeavouring to hide from our local readers the tremendous 
| things which have been said and written on behalf of the London Company, 
by which the city of Cork has been, to the profit and advantage of the said 
company, supplied with gas for the last 30 years, that we direct special and 
earnest attention to the report of the half-yearly meeting of that company, 
which we copy from the Journal of Gas Lighting, and more particularly to 
the article from the same journal, written ostensibly as a commentary upon 
the proceedings of the meeting. As we have something more serious to oc- 
cupy our time than the angry insolence of an irritated and alarmed partizan, 
we shall simply say, in reference to the tone, style, and spirit of the article, 
that such an article was all that was required to render the new company 
even more popular than it is, and to inspire the shareholders (540 in number 
up to this moment, and all, with a trifling exception, gas consumers of the 
city), as well as the citizens at large, with increased contidence in the useful- 
ness and success of the local undertaking. Such writing may have momen- 
tarily gratified the hostility of the shareholders of the London Company, and 
—- led them to imagine that its effect, when published in Cork, was to 

ave been something so awful that the explosion of a bombshell would be a 
mild piece of pleasantry in comparison ; but, ere very long, there is nota 
shareholder amongst them who, having the ordinary perception of his own 
interests, will not be ready to denounce the folly and indiscretion of the com- 
pany’s reckless and intemperate advocate. ready, the article, even more 
than the report, has done much service to the Cork Gas Consumers’ Com- 
| ; and it is with the firm conviction that the more it is read, the more 
profitable will be its influence, that we now give it the benefit of our local 
circulation, and claim for it the attention of our fellow-citizens. As more 
than three-fourths of the article is devoted to mere abuse, and scarcely one- 
fourth to the question at issue, the necessity for comment is narrowed con- 
siderably. 

An attempt is made to produce an effect by ringing changes on that won- 
derfully Vandalish proposition—“ the anomalous and degrading position of 
being dependent upon utter and unknown strangers”’ for an article of daily 
consumption; and all kinds of absurd cases are put by the writer, which are 
as foreign to the real question as it is possible to conceive. Now, considering 
that many of the poet towns in Ireland had established gas-works of their 
own, we trust we may be pardoned by our English censor if we persevere in 
the expression of our oft-iterated assertion, that the position of the citizens 
of Cork, confessedly the second city in Ireland, and not inferior to any city in 
spirit and intelligence, was anomalous and degrading, inasmuch as, up to the 
very hour that a local company was established in self-defence, they were 
dependent upon utter and unknown strangers for that important article which 
they should have provided for themselves many years before. The citizens 
sought to place themselves in a position of freedom, by obtaining the power 
of contracting with any company for a period of ten years; but as this most 























legitimate and reasonable attempt was op by the London company, who 
desired to render their monopoly their position was indeed degrad- 
ing in the extreme; and nothing but an effort of self-exertion, such as has 
been triumphantly made, could render them a of a company that 
had so long imposed its own terms upon them. e effort has been made, 
and, we repeat, with the most triumphant success. The writer in the Gas 
Journal states that the scheme is ‘an entire failure.”” But will any one who 
knows this city, and to whom the list of shareholders is accessible—as it is to | 
all comers—venture to assert the same >? Will the intelligent and zealous re- 
presentative of the London Company in Cork back up the assertion of the 
writer? Will any one of the local officials do so—that is, do so, at the same 
time giving his reasons, in facts and figures? Who “‘ credibly” informed the 
writer that the hard cash amounted only to £2500 ?—and that “no small 
art’ of it had already disappeared in preliminary expenses? We have no| 
lesire to call even such statements b: though applicable names; but | 
we may suggest that any further information from the same “ credible” | 
authority might be received with a hen large amount of suspicion. At this 
moment, the number of shares actually registered is exactly 4763; but the 
number actually applied for and taken is, up to this moment, 5833, And | 
the entire of this gross number will be registered in the course of a week. 
At £5 a share, let the writer calculate what is the capital represented by || 
these 5833 shares, already taken. | 

Then as to “ preliminary expenses,’ the amount paid under that head up | | 
to Saturday last was less than £100. 

The writer may set his mind at rest on another matter, namely, an alleged 
oblivion of the item called “ parliamentary expenses ;’’ for the directors are | 
not the dolts or idiots that Saxon complacency may suppose them to be. | 
They naturally suppose that the London Company will attempt their best, or | 
their worst, as the case may be; and they have prepared for the coming con- 
flict in calm anticipation of a certain outlay, and a stronger conviction of 
complete success. We are fully aware that Cork has been the strong point of 
the Londoners, and that they bitterly dread losing it; and if we had any 
doubt on the matter, the outrageous character of the article, in which malice 
and spite predominate, would be more than sufficient to remove it. he writer | 
asserts that the ‘‘ breeches pocket” will eventually carry the day. Here 
there is no disagreement between us; for it was the breeches pocket pressure, 
so keenly felt by the consumers of Cork, under the screw of the London Com- 
pany’s monopoly, that induced 540 of them to combine in self defence—and 
not an ebulition of fanatical patriotism, as is imagined. Nothing could be | 
more common place and business like than the motives and objects of the 
citizens of Cork in establishing the local company ; there was not the least 
tincture of poetry in the matter. But the writer ventures on a prophecy— 
‘The old company has only to remain firm and make up its mind to a year 
or two of tribulation, which will afterwards be amply recompensed by the | , 
unconditional submission of the little that will remain of Mr. Maguire’s pro- | 
ject.” The latter portion of the sentence is a benevolent attempt to gilda 

itter pill, the “‘ year or two of tribulation” being rather a dismal project | | 
for the “ powerful and wealthy — that is to bring the merchants | | 
and traders of Cork to their knees. Our notion is—and it is a little nearer | | 
the mark than that of the writer—that the “tribulation” of the London | | 
Company will be shorter than one year, or longer than two; as, if they do| 
not see the wisdom of giving up a desperate and unavailing struggle with a | 
resolute and high-spirited community before the end of the first year, the | | 
“tribulation” to their shareholders will last for many a year to come, in the 
depreciation of their property, and the extinction of their profits. We || 
are told that the old company has resources elsewhere, and, says its | | 
advocate—* if we know anything of English firmness, will not hesitate to | 
sacrifice its profits at other places to maintain its position against fraud and | 
injustice in Cork.” These are high-sounding terms, and such as we are | 
happy to place before our city readers. Who gave this calumniator his brief ? 
Was it sent, with other credible information, from Cork? “ Fraud and! 
injustice.” Horrible iniquity! Notwithstanding that the chairman inno- 
cently expresses his belief that his company have been supplying the city of 
Cork for thirty years ‘* without any dissatisfaction on the part of the inhabi- 
tants,” the same inhabitants actually start a company in opposition, and, to 
the number of one thousand, pledge themselves to deal only with their fellow- 
citizens. This is the fraud. And the injustice is of the same complexion— | 
that, having been so long fleeced by the London monopoly, they demur to a 
perpetuity of the same process—one, no doubt, most convenient to the othér- 
wise despairing shareholders of the London Company, but ina high degree 
unpleasant to Celtic sensibilities. The chairman, who speaks under the 
responsibility which attaches to him as a gentleman, assumes a very dif- 
ferent tone to that adopted by the slanderous and blustering anonymous 
writer; and he attributes all that has happened to fancy and self-delusion. 
Nothing can be more conciliatory and affectionate than the tone of the follow- 
ing passage :— 

In all large corporations there are restless spirits, and some of these seem to have | | 
Jancied that our prices were extremely high, and that we were monopolists and extor- || 
tioners. They have complained also of the quality of the gas; butit is rather strange 
that all this should only have been found out at so recent a period. Ly our contract, 
the corporation had the power, if they thought fit, to renew the contract with us, 
their old friends, who had supplied them thirty years; and another very important 
clause was introduced into the contract, which is, that they had power, if they 
thought fit, and wanted to light Cork for themselves, to call upon us at the end of 
our contract to give up the lighting of Cork, and to take our works off our hands at a 
fair valuation, to be made by two competent and indifferent parties. 

Passing over the tender allusion to *‘ their old friends,’’ we may gather that 
the fury of the editor is based upon the fact that the corporation did not take 
their works off their hands ‘ at a fair valuation ;’’ Mr. Gibbings’ estimate be- 
ing £60,000. This, we suppose, is the “ fraud and injustice” against which | 
the resources of the Londoners, backed up by English firmness, are to be | 
arrayed. Now, inasmuch as the citizens will establish works for themselves 
for £50,000—entirely new works—works with all the latest improvements 
—we hold that the corporation acted wisely and prudently in not dealing 
with “ their old friends,’’ nothwithstanding that such a refusal involved the 
blackest ingratitude. 

Curiously enough, at the very moment that their advocate threatens the 
Cork Company with annihilation, one of the shareholders talks in rather a 
different tone :— | 

Mr. VANDERWALL: I think it should not go before the public that we are receiving | 
anything in the shape of a large dividend, as regards the original shareholders, be- 
cause, although we have an increased dividend, £1. 15s, a year for £50 is by no 
means a very large dividend ; and I think it is no very great matter for the Cork 
gentlemen to fight about. (Hear, hear.) 

And this is the company that can stand “a year or two of tribulation!” 
_ The chairman confesses to a rental from Cork, ‘for public and private 
lighting,” of not more than £15,000, He might have added more than 
£3000 for residual products, such as coke, &c. Now, we again assert that 
the Cork Company will start with a guaranteed income of £15,000, a portion of 
which is to be derived from the products mentioned. Let the Cork public thus | 
learn with what prospects the ** powerful and wealthy competitor” is about 
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to enter on its “ year or two of tribulation.’” There is not a statement which 
we make that is not read by thousands of our fellow-citizens; and there is 
not a man of them who does not know the manner in which sper has been 
formally and solemnly guaranteed to the local pre eri ey also know 
the directors by character and by experience, and to their judgment we freel 
leave the allusions to “‘ Royal British Bank and Tipperary Bank swindles ;” 
and to them also do we commit the moral of the story of the St. George Com- 
pany, of which they are not ignorant. In the first place, that company was 
one of wnlimited liability, while the Cork Gas Consumers’ Company is a limited 
company; and, in the second place, the St. George Company was ruined 
while managed in England, and by Englishmen; whereas the company 
which rose from its ruins, namely, the Cork Steam Ship Company, is one of 
the most successful and flourishing in the United Kingdom, and has always 
been managed in Cork, and by Corkmen. 


LicHTING or GiprALTAR witH Gas.—This celebrated fortress and city 
was lighted with gas on the 9th inst. Owing to the unfavourable state of 
the weather, his Excellency Sir James Ferguson, the governor, was prevented 
being present; but at one o’clock, p.m., Major-General Garrett and his staff 
were met at the gas-works by the directors and the majority of the share- 
holders of the company, the heads of departments, consuls and others. Major- 
General Garrett minutely inspected the works, and formally inaugurated the 
commencement of operations by turning on the gas. He afterwards entered 








collation comprising every delicacy of the season. The health of the governor 
was proposed, and, in the absence of his Excellency, General Garrett responded 
to the toast. He congratulated the directors on the completion of the works 
of the company, and concluded by giving ‘‘ The health of the directors and 
shareholders, and success to the Gibraltar Gas-Works.”” The chairman of the 
directors returned thanks, and gave “ The health of Major-General Garrett,” 
which was drunk with three times three. The health of Mr. Laidlaw, of 
Glasgow, the engineer and contractor for the works, and also that of his son, 
were drunk with great enthusiasm. We understand these works reflect 
much credit on Mr. Laidlaw, owing to their admirable arrangement and 

elegant design; the = buildings being chiefly composed of cast iron, | 
and the whole work having a very imposing effect. 

REDUCTION IN THE Price or Gas at SournaMpTon.—In a commend- || 
able spirit, the directors of the Southampton Gas Company have, without || 
solicitation, reduced the price to 5s. per 1000 cubic feet. Some time ago, in || 
consequence of the high price of coal, and the difficulty of procuring it at the | 
pits, from local causes, the company had to lay on an additional 6d. per 1000 
feet; but, as those causes have been removed, it is prudently resolved to | 
afford the public the advantage of this better state of things. 

Turkish Gas Company.—A meeting of this company was held yesterday, | 
the proceedings at which were of little importance. Out of the deposit of 
2s. 6d. per share, about 1s. per share has been spent in peer expenses, 
leaving a sum of £5500 in favour of the — The directors intend to 
renew negotiations, in the hope of a favourable concession from the Turkish | 














the marquee which had been erected for the occasion, in which was spread a | 


Government. 


—__________... 
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MR. WILLIAM RICHARDSON, 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
DUDLEY. 


BEYAN DONKIN and CO.’s improved 
GAS VALVES have been adopted by numerous 
Gas Companies in England and abroad, and their ad- 
vantages and great security fully proved. Very large 
numbers are in use. Prices from 11s. 6d. to 138s. 6d. 
per inch diameter. 
BryAN DONKIN and Co., 
Engineers, near Grange Road, BERMONDsBY. 


RETORT AND BOILER SETTING. 


FREDERICK SIMMONDS, Sen., 
No. 19, York Street Nortu, Hackney Roap. 
Thirty years RETORT SETTER to some of the leading 
London and Provincial Gas Companies, to whom he can 
refer, begs leave to draw attention to his economical 

moée of Setting Clay or Iron Retorts, &c. 
F. S. will engage to provide all materials and labour, 
or labour only. 


TO GAS COMPANIES, FITTERS, AND 
IRON MONGERS, 


L Lox? and SUMMERFIELD, 
Manufacturers of CUT and FLINT GLASS Jet 
Moons, Globes, Hemispheres, and Chimneys of every 
description; Hall Lamps, Lustres, and Chandeliers of 
the most modern patterns, 
Park GLass WorKS, BIRMINGHAM. 


EDWARD RUSSELL, 
ALMA TUBE WORKS, 
WAL’ 5 
Manufacturer of Patent Welded Wrought-Iron Tube 
for Gas, Steam, and Water. Wrought and Cast Iron 
Fittings of every description. Stocks, Taps, and Dies. 
Core Bars for Ironfounders. 


NEW PATENT WET GAS-METER. 


* 

KNIGHT, MERRY, & EXLEY, 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
14, BARGE YARD CHAMBERS, BUCKLERSBURY, 
LONDON, 

AND 131, BRADFORD STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
beg to submit to Gas Companies and others some of the 

advantages possessed by their 
PATENT ANTI-CORROSIVE ECCENTRIC 
GAS METER 
over those of the ordinary kind. 
The Case is formed of strong Sheet Iron of the best 
quality by powerful machinery; and, when complete, 


consists of 

FIVE PIECES ONLY, 
(the ordinary case contains 'I'wenty-five pieces), which 
is thickly coated, with a Metallic Alloy, similar to that 
of the Drum, which renders it as durable as the Drum 
itself, 

The SYPHON, or Spout, is east in one body, without 
seam, and is double the thickness of those usually 
employed. 

The parts that communicate Motion to the Index are 
INDESTRUCTIBLE, and will continue in good working 
order for an indefinite period. 

The F.oar is cylindrical, and not liable to collapse. 

The VAcvsE is self-adjusting, ensuring soundness and 
facility of action under all pressures. 

The INpDex is thoroughly protected from water rising 
in the Spindle Tube, should the pressure exceed six 
inches. 

The Frturne and WATER-LEVEL APPARATUS are 











of Water from the Meter by pressure. 
These, with other minor improvements, make this 
Meter superior in every respect to those generally made. 
The Patentees respectfully solicit a trial, feeling con- 
fident that its advantages only require to be known to 
ensure its general adoption. ‘The original principle, so 
long tried and proved to be correct, has not been de- 
parted from in the arrangement of the PATENT MRTER 
—the aim of the Patentees having been to perfect what 
has been already well tested, rather than risk any novel 
combination or untried invention. 
Knight, Merry, and Exley also manufacture the 
ordinary Wet Gas-Meter, Street Lamps, &c. &c. 
Further particulars and Price Lists may be obtained 
at either of the above addresses, 








on the Syphon principle, which prevents the abstraction | 





BOYLE’S 


PATENT SILVERED 


GLASS REFLECTORS 


are the most durable, and are cheaper and better than any other. 


HULETT and CO., Sole Agents, | 


PATENTEES OF THE 


ONLY REALLY GOOD 


MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 


55, and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, 
LONDON. 





GAS ENGINEERING OFFICES, 
104, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON (EC.).. 
GEORGE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
begs to draw the attention of Gas Companies to his 
Patented Apparatus, which are now specified and ex- 
tensively used by Engineers, including his 


DIRECT-ACTING PISTON EXHAUSTER, 
which may be had, either combined with the Engine; 
combined with both Engine and Boiler, and Portable ; 
or separate, by itself. Also, his 

FOUR-WAY PURIFIER, CHANGING BY- 

PASS, & SHUT-OFF VALVE, 
one of which answers the purpose of THREE ordi- 
nary Valves, in connecting Purifiers, or in shutting 
off and passing a Station-Meter, or other apparatus. 


Also his 

RETORT SETTINGS, 
by which any number of Retorts, up to Twenty, can 
be heated by oue Coke and one Tar Fire, reducing the 
fuel account in many instances to one-half of what it 
now is, and without the production of any smoke. 

Mr. Anderson has been extensively engaged for the 
last ten years in the Construction and Management of 
Gas-Works, and all his improvements have been 
brought into successful operation under his own eye 
previous to being submitted to the public. , 

Circulars, giving references and every information, 
may be obtained on application as above. 


WW. JONES begs to intimate to the 
Directors and Shareholders of Gas Companies, 
that he can be consulted on the most efficient modes of 
keeping the accounts of Gas Companies, whereby their 
accuracy may readily be proved; and that he is also 
open to be engaged as a Professional Auditor. 
ANDERSON and Jongs, Lessees of Gas-works, DOVER. 


TO GAS COMPANIES, 


J. W. GRAZEBROOK, 

75, OLD BROAD STREET, LONDON, 
Having applications for New and Second-hand Gas 
Apparatus, would be obliged by those Companies 
having Apparatus to dispose of, to send particulars, 
—_ Companies requiring Apparatus are solicited to 
apply. 

PIPES, RETORTS, TANKS, GASHOLDERS, &c. 
on Shortest Notice. 
STOURBRIDGE and NEWCASTLE FIRE GOODS. 
CONTRACTS TAKEN. 











GAs: IRON Retorts, Socket Pipes, 
with Syphons and all requisite Connections, Lamp 
Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, Valves, Street Lamps, 
Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pans, Charging and 
Coke Shovels, lron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross 
Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron Borings. 

PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, and SCRUBBERS 
erected complete, or the materials supplied; with every 
description of goods in use by Gas Works, in stock, on 
wholesale prices, at 

LYNCH WHITE’S, 
Old Barge Iron Wharf, Upper Ground-street, 
LONDON. 








ROBERT MACLAREN & CO, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
an improved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 

gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 


WILLIAM RICHARDSON & CO,, 
ENGINEERS, IRONFOUNDERS, 
AND 

CONTRACTORS | 


} 
Sor the Erection, Enlargement, and Repair of 


GAS & WATER WORKS, 
No. 84, CHARLES-STREET, CITY-ROAD, | 
LONDON. 


Works: 
Tunnel Foundry and Iron Works, DUDLEY, 


| 
| 


LESMAHAGO GAS COAL* 


AMES FERGUSON and CO., Lessees 


of the Auchinheath and Craignethan Gas Coal- | 
fields (the most extensive and valuable in the parish of 
Lesmahago), respectfully intimate to the Managers of | | 
Gas Works and Consumers of Gas Coal, that he is pre- | | 
pared to ship the best quality of the above well-known | 
COALS at Glasgow or Leith; and also to deliver them || 
at the railway stations upon, or connected with, the | 
| 
| 


Caledonian Railway, to any extent which may be 
required. | 
Price, free on board, or delivered at the railway sta- 

tions, may be learned by addressing James Ferguson | 

and Ce., Gas-Coal Works, Lesmahago; or J.H. Jones, | 

1, Poets’-corner, Westminster, sole Agent for London. | | 

Shipping Agent for Glasgow: 1} 

MR. ALEXANDER STRATTON, 1 

159, West GEORGE STREET. |} 





CARTER’S PATENT SAFETY GAS VALVES. | 


HOMAS LAMBERT and SON, 
PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS, 
Suort Street, New Cut, BLACKFRIARS, LONDON. 
The Bank of England is fitted entirely with these 
Valves, from the smallest branch to the Leagest main | 


pipe. 

The following, among numerous testimonials, will be 

found very satisfactory :— | 
“« The British Gaslight Company’s Office, No. 105, | 
Broad-street, Ratcliff, London, June 10, 1846. 

*‘Gentlemen,—In reply to your inquiry, I have to 
state that ‘ Carter’s Patent Gas Valve’ has been used | | 
by this company and by the fitters of the district exten- 
sively for seven years past. 1t was adopted to obviate | | 
the inconvenience of setting fast, so prevalent with the 
conical metal plug-cocks, and has been found to answer 
the —— intended. 

**1 have recommended its use in several provincial 
towns with which I am professionally ted, and 
have not received any complaint of its having failed in 
any respect of performing satisfactorily all that is 
required of it.—I am, gentlemen, yours respectfully, 

“*GEDDIE PEARSE. 

“* Messrs. Lambert and Son, Lambeth.” 
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PADDON AND FORD, 
PATENT GAS METER & APPARATUS WORKS, 
GRAY’S-INN-ROAD, LUNDON, 
Manufacturers of WeTand Dky GAs METERS, STATION 
MetTeERS, GOVERNORS, EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS, 

Gas Stoves, and LANTERNS. 

Contractors for the erection or alteration of Gas 
Works; and every description of Apparatus required 
in Gas Works supplied. 

SHEEN, Gas and Railway 

e Lantern Maker, 90}, Holborn Hill, begs to 
inform Managers of Gas-Works, &c., that she con- 
tinues to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable 
terms, and keep them in repair by the year. 





ADDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 


Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, ire Bricks, and every 
description of Fire Clay Goods. 


WHITEHOUSE and CO., 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
they manufacture, both in respect of the ironemployed, 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the 





the principal of the large Gas Companies of the kingd 
Orders promptly executed. 


ALFRED PENNY, 
ENGINEER, 
WENLOCK IRON WORKS, 
WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 


Mr. Penny begs to inform Gas and Water Compa- 
nies that he undertakes the erection of new, or the 
alteration of existing, works; and that he may be con- 
sulted generally on all matters connected with gas and 
water supply. He is also prepared to supply best Cold- 
blast Retorts, Socket-Pipes, and Connections, Iron 
Korings, &c. &c., and all the necessary Castings used 
n Gas and Water-Works. 

*,* Country orders executed with care and despatch, 


IGHTON MOOR GAS COALS,— 
Parties wishing to be supplied with these first- 
class Gas Coals will please to apply to Mr. MatTHEW 
NgsBIT, EIGHTON Moor Orrick, NEWCASTLE-UPON- 
Tyne. Theze coals are well known as among the 
richest in gas, and working the roundest on the River 
Tyne. They are extensively used by metropolitan gas 
works. 


"FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION, 
AS EXPLOSIONS PREVENTED 


by using the Tubes and Fittings Manufactured 


JOHN RUSSELL and CO., 
whose Goods are all well Tested and Warranted. 





by 








Inventors and first manufacturers of Lap-welded Flues 
for Locomotive and Marine Boilers. 
John Russell and Co. are the Original Manufacturers, 
and at present the Holders, of the Patent for Tubes. 
WAREHOUSES, 
69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON. 
MANUFACTORY, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, CHURCH HILL, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE. 


PATENT FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING. 


AMES LYNE HANCOCK’S 


Vulcanized Indiarubber Hose Pipes and Tubing. 
Manufactory(and Warehouze),Goswell-mews, Goswell- 
road, London. 

Gus Companies, Engineers, Gas Fitters,and the Trade 
generally, are respectfully informed this Tubing is now 
manufactured to any size, from 4 inch bore and 
upwards, in 100-feet lengths, and perfectly cylindrical, 
either with or without a spiral wire inside, 

VULCANIZED GLAZED FLEXIBLE TUBING, 
from 4 inch up to 1 inch diameter, made in 24-feet 
lengths; or, covered with silk or worsted, up to 100 feet, 

VULCANIZED HOSE, for FIRE ENGINES, 
BREWERS’ USE, and for standing great pressures, 
||(Bubber and Cloth combined), made to any length or 

size to fit the necessary screws, &c. 
|| VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER AIR-1TiGHT 
|| BAGS, made any size, for Gas Mains, with flexible 
| | tubes attached, and fitted with stopcocks complete, 
| 


| 








most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of 





ARDWICK 1RON WoRrRKS, FAIRFIELD STREET, 
MANCHESTER, 
| Manufacturer of 
| IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Kailway Stations, &c. 
| GASUOLDERS,—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
solely for the manufacture of Gasholders, and other 
heavy Wrought-lron Structures. 

GAS APPARATUS.—W. M., has an extensive assort- 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; 

| Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 
and ‘Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from 
10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- 
scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude, 
| Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

| WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway 
| Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated Lron. 

IRON HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Manufac- 
tories, or Public Buildings, 
PIPES and VALVES, for Gas and Water, from 2inches 

to 48 inches bore. 


“WALTER MABON, Engineer, 


| 
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(Successors to the late Samuel Crosley), 


COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, 


Reg to announce that, in addition to the manufacture of GAS-METERS, they continue the manufacture 
of METERS for MEASURING WATER, SPIRITS, &c., commenced, under Patent in 1849, by the late Mr, 


William Parkinson, 


These Meters are as simple and durable as the Gas-Meter, and as correct as that instrument in the 


registration of the fluids passing through them. 





By Her Majesty’s Royal Letters Patent. 
a, d 
ees 
+ C = ¥ ry 
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JOSEPH BOULTON, 
PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
and also Maker of his Improved WATER METERS, 

No. 28, BAGNIGGE-WELLS-ROAD, CLERKENWELL, 
adjoining the Police Office. —Late of No.1, Coppice-row, 


Experimental and Station Meters of any size made 
to order on the shortest notice.—Governors, Pressure 
Registers, Gas-cooking Stoves, and every description 
of Gas Apparatus, 
J. CLIFF’S 
FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &c. 








Orders for London and South of England to be ad- 
dreesed to Mr. Newton, Agent for the District, Park 
House, Thornhill Road, IsLINGToN (N.). 

N.B.—A few Retorts of each size, and a large stock 
a and Lumps, always on hand at the above 

arf, 





THE CHEAPEST MANUFACTORY a 
IN THE TRADE FOR 
CHANDELIERS and BRACKETS 
IN GLASS, ORMOLU, & BRONZE. 
OUTSIDE SHOP LANTERNS, 
Lined with Patent Silvered Glass, 
Wrought Iron, Composition, and Tin Tube, 
WITH EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
GAS FITTINGS, 
ALWAYS LN STOCK. 
CHANDELIERS and FITTINGS 
made to Order on the Shortest Notice. 


JET MOONS, GLOBES, SAUCERS, & CHIMNEYS, 
IN EVERY VARIETY, WHOLESALE AND FOR 
EXPORTATION. 

HODGE and ROBERTS, 

101, HATTON GARDEN, LONDON. 

Pattern Books of Chandeliers, and also of all kinds 
of Gas Glasses, sent to any part of the Kingdom on 
application. ‘i 


GEORGE CUTLER, 
GASHOLDER MAKER, 
No.8, WENLOCK-RoAD, CITY-ROAD, 
LONDON, 

Contracts for Tanks, Gasholders, Roofs, Purifiers, 
and all descriptions of Gas Apparatus executed on the 
most reasonable terms. Improved Slide Valves, Steam, 
and Range Boilers, and Smiths’ Work, of the best 
materials and workmanship, 


W HITWELL PRIMROSE GAS 


J COAL.—These excellent Gas Coals can be 
shippedeither at the South Dock, SUNDERLAND; or 
Old Harbour, HARTLEPOOL; or Brandling Dreps, 
SouTH SHIELDS; on application to the WHITWELL 
Coat ComPaNny, Sunderland, 


IW. & J. CHANDLER, 


BEVERIDCE, HEDLEY, & CHANDLER, 
ENGINEERS, MILLWRIGHTS, 
IRON AND BRASS FOUNDERS, &c., 
MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 
GAS anp WATER-WORKS’ APPARATUS, 
AND PIPE-TESTING MACHINES, 
NELSON FOUNDRY, 
PRESTON. 


N.B.—A stock of Pipes always on hand, from 14 inch 
and upwards. 


N OTICE.— IN FRINGEMENT OF PATEN t. " 
RICKMER’S Patent Metallic Pack- 


ING for Steam-Engines, Pistons, Piston-Rod 
Stuffing-Loxes, Pumps, &c.—Notice is hereby given 
that a perpetual Injunction of the High Court of Chan- 
cery has been obtained by Messrs. OAS(LER and 
PALMER, trading under the Firm of ALEX. ROSS 
and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, against Messrs. 
LITTLE and CHAMBERS, of Manchester, to restrain 


them from further infringing the above Patent; and | 


that the above Packing can only be obtained of Messrs. 
ALEX. KOSS and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, 
Lonpon (the Proprietors of the Patent), or by their 
authorised Agents. 

MILL BANDS, HOSE PIPES, & FIRE BUCKETS 
maie to order from the best-selected Oak-Bark Tanned 
Leather. 

Prices Current to be had on application. 














MR. HENRY GORE, 
CIVIL AND CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER. 
OFFICE, 
25, YORK PiLACE, LEEDS. 
NOW READY, 

OL. V. of the JOURNAL of GAS 
LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 
TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1856, price 2ls., bound 
in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. II., III, 


and LV. are still on sale, 
W. B. Kine, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 


JAMES FEATHERSTONE, 
ENGINEER, 
Manufacturer of GASHULDERS, IRON ROOFS, and 
every description of Gas Apparatus. 
ALLIANCE [RON WorRKS, 
CLAYTON, near MANCHESTER. 








JOHN BENT, 
MANUFACTURER OF GAS METERS, 
283, BELL Barn Roan, 
BIRMINGHAM, 
(Established 1830), 
Regs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Compa- 
nies, Engineers, &c., to his WET GAS METER, 
made upon the most improved principles, the most ad- 
mirable materials, and warranted to register correctly, 


BistLeEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 
Manufactory for. every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 
Office in London, Mr. E, M. PERKINs, 78, Lombard 
Street. 





JAMES PINCHBECK, 
GAS METER MANUFACTURER, 
26, CAMDEN-STREET, and 9, PIEREPOINT-ROW, 
ISLINGTON, LONDON. 
Begs respectfully to announce to Gas Companies and 
Fitters, that from upwards of 20 years’ practical expe- 
rience, he is enabled to supply a METER combining 
correctness, durability, and economy. 
N.B.—Repairs on the lowest scale. 

PATENT GAS METER MANUFACTORY, 

No. 66, Snow-hill, London, 


Wirtiam SMITH, by the 


improvements he has made in the Wet Meter, 
and which he has secured by her Majesty’s Royal 
Letters Patent, the accuracy of their registry is ren- 
dered certain by the introduction of the adjustin 
slide and hydraulic, whereby a Perfect Water Leve 
is readily obtained, and the Hydraulic precludes the 
possibility of abstracting water from the meter by in 
creased pressure or otherwise, thus surmounting the 
great desideratum of the Wet Meter. In his Patent 
Equitable Gas Meter neatness and strength are com- 
bined, the backs and fronts of the case being stamped 
by powerful machinery out of thick plate iron (tinned 
or galvanized); and the internal construction is of the 
best metal, which will resist the action of any impurity 
in the gas, 

Old Meters may readily have the adjusting slide and 
hydraulic applied, thereby having accurate measure- 
ment assured. 

Station Meters, Governors, &c.,made on the shortest 
notice. 


J ONES, Iron Merchant, 6, Bank- 
. SIDE, has long been known to sell the 
following Castings at prices lower than any other house 
in London :—Socketand Flange Pipes, Kends, Branches 
and Tees, agg Lamp-posts, Rain-water Pipes, &c.; 
also, Hot Water Pipes, Elbows, Tees, Cylindrical and 
Saddle Boilers, and every Fitting for the same. Draw- 
ings and Prices of the above on application to J. Jongs, 
Iron Bridge Wharf, 6, BANKSIDE, near the Southwark 
Iron Bridge. 


WEST and GREGSON, 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION-STREET, OLDHAM. 

Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 

W. and G. would respectfully call the attention of 
Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters, 
having made and erected the largest in use at the 
present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
respective Engineers. 


BRYAN, M‘CRACKEN AND CO., 
3, INDIAN KiN@’S Court, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
Contracts made for all kinds of Cast and Wrought Iron 
Gas and Water Apparatus, Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks, 
Coals, &c.—Prices, and Lists of Freights and Carriage 











sent on application. 
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ALEXANDER WRIGHT, | 


GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER OF GAS-METERS, GOVERNORS, AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS APPARATUS, 
55, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER. 
CONSUMERS’ METERS at the List Price, with a Liberal Discount to Wholesale Purchasers. 
THOMPSON’S BROMINE TEST, £1. 1s.—Broming, 3s. per Ounce. 


BISULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, £2. 2s. 


APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING THE HEATING POWER OF SAMPLES OF COAL AND OTHER DESCRIPTIONS OF FUEL, £5. 5s., 
INVENTED BY LEWIS THOMPSON, Esq., M.R.C.S, 


REGISTERING PRESSURE GAUGE, Net Price, £8. Glass Shade, 10s. extra. 
STATION METERS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, &c. 





FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
SOHN SWARBRIC EK, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT COMPOSITION CLAY RETORTS, 
FIRE BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, SHAPE, AND SIZE, &c. &c. 
HIGHER EANAM, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


These RETORTS are generally used in the Gas-works of Preston, Accrington, Bury, Heywood, Middleton, Rochdale, Ratcliffe; the Mills of Meesrs. Horrocks, | 
Miller, and Co., Preston, &c. &c., and are unequalled in having afforded general satisfaction to those who have given these Retorts a trial. 

To meet the increasing demand, the Works at Little Harwood have been greatly enlarged ; and Gas Engineers who may favour with an Order may rely with confidence 
on their being promptly supplied with an article not to be surpassed in finish or durability. 


PRICES MODERATE. 





JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


AND 

WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
| that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
jin general use in Gas and Water Works, including 

best cold-blast Iron Reterts, Socket and Flange Pipes 
| of all sizes, Bends, Branches, Syphons, Lamp Columns 
| of various patterns, &c. 
N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
| Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention, 





CHARLES Hors.ey, Agent. 
C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- 
tilation of public buildings, &c. ; also civi) engineering 


F. & C. OSLER, | 
44, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; || 
Manufactory—Broad-street, Birmingham, {| 
MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, FOR GAS 

(Made from “‘ReGistzrgp” Desiens), with Glass Brancnags, &c.; suitable 1} 
for DRaAWING-RooMS and BALL-Rooms. The more extensive use of Gas in || 

private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLER to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this clase of articles—which, with a view to their | 


mm general adoption, are offered at — moderate prices. Purchasers can select from | 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 


THEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY ESTIMATE 


| 








in general, ON THE LOWEST TERMS. 


FIRE-CLAY GAS RETORTS, 


| 
| 
| 
}] 
| 
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ESTABLISHED IN 1795. 


i JOSEPH CLIFF, itis i 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. | 


THESE RETORTS are unrivalled in excellence, being the BEST FINISHED INTERNALLY, and THE MOST CORRECT IN FORM, of any in the 
Kingdom. From the peculiar composition used in working up the face of the material, they are rendered unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROM 
SURFACE CRACKS, thus, in a great measure, preventing leakage and the adhesion of carbon to their interior surface. 

To meet the yearly increasing demand of UPWARDS OF THIRTY SEASONS and to carry out the late improvements in the manufacture, 
the Premises have been re-erected and much enlarged, and Engineers may rely wiTt CONFIDENCE on their orders being completed with a greater 
regard to despatch than by any other House. 








THE WORKS ARE WELL SITUATED 
LONDON, LIVERPOOL, 
HULL, MIDDLESBRO’, 
HARTLEPOOL, and STOCKTON, 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, GUARDS, TILES, AND CLAY, of the same quality. | 


For EXPORT from the Ports of 








MI. B. NEWTON, London Agent, No. 4 Wharf, King’s Cross Goods’ Station. 





HULETT AND CO,, 55 anv ss, HIGH HOLBORN, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the NATIONAL GAS METER, | 


Beg to inform the Proprietors of Gas Companies, and the Trade generally, that, having completed their new Gas-Meter | 
Manufactory, they are now enabled to supply, with despatch, a very superior article, and can confidently warrant the same to | 
be equal in quality and workmanship to any Gas-Meter ever made. Manufacturers of 


GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, PILLARS, BRACKETS, 
PENDANTS, 


AND EVERY ARTICLE CONNECTED WITH 
GAS FITTINGS. | 
GAS COOKING APPARATUS, IMPROVED ALBERT, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
SHADOWLESS GAS BURNERS, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, &c. &c.; CAST AND WROUGHT IRON PIPE; 


COPPER, TIN, BRASS, and COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D. HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER, 
by which Mains, Service Pipes, and the interior Fittings of a House, may be cleaned out in a few minutes. Price 60s. net. |, 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Improved Photometer. | 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas Fittings and Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book ot Prices, price 10s. 
Price Lists sent free, on receipt of envelope, addressed, and enclosing two postage stamps. 














ssf London: Printed by Tuomas Greaves Baxuow, of § 3, Parliament Street, in the parish of St. Margaret, Westminster (at the office of Joseph Clagton, 10, Crane Court, 
Fleet Street); and published by WitLiam Bovewton Kane, ef No. 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, in the City of London,—whwesday, March 31, 1897. 
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